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USPS Shape Requirements

First-Class Mail Letter-Size Pieces
Considered non-machinable and subject to a flat rate if:

Thickness exceed 0.25”
Weight exceeds 3.5 oz
Aspect Ratio is less then 1.3 or greater then 2.5

First-Class Mail Flat-size Pieces
Considered non-machinable and subject to a flat rate if:

Thickness exceed 0.75”
Weight exceeds 13 oz
Mailpiece is not rectangular, uniform in thickness and flexible

New Shape
Based Rating
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First-Class Mail® Single Piece 
Shape-based Rates

TODAY
SINGLE-PIECE LETTER FLAT PARCEL

1 0.39 0.41 0.80 1.13
2 0.63 0.58 0.97 1.30
3 0.87 0.75 1.14 1.47
4 1.11 0.92 1.31 1.64
5 1.35 1.48 1.81
6 1.59 1.65 1.98
7 1.83 1.82 2.15
8 2.07 1.99 2.32
9 2.31 2.16 2.49

10 2.55 2.33 2.66
11 2.79 2.50 2.83
12 3.03 2.67 3.00
13 3.27 2.84 3.17

Additional      
ounce rate 0.24

Nonmachinable 
Surcharge 0.13

POSTCARD 0.24 0.26

May 14, 2007OUNCES

0.17

0.17

TODAY:
Nonmachinable 
surcharge 13¢
applies to 
nonmachinable 
letters and flats 1 
oz. or less

MAY 14:
Nonmachinable 
surcharge 17¢
applies to 
nonmachinable 
letters 1 oz. or less



Why upgrade to Shape Based Rating?

WOW Processing after USPS Rate Change

WOW without Shape Based Rating
Mail needs to be sorted by category to determine proper 
posting
Letter-size mail would need to be manually measured to 
ensure thickness was less then 0.25”
Improper posted mail will be returned to sender or 
delivered with POSTAGE DUE!

WOW with Shape Based Rating
Place mixed letter and flat sized mail pieces on the feeder 
and let Shape Based Rating do the work!
System performance will not be impacted


