
 
 
 

Abstract 
Power Elites and State Reforms in Germany 

 
Since the fall of 2005, the second Grand Coalition, an alliance between the Christian 
Democratic (conservative) and Social Democratic (progressive) parties, has been governing 
Germany. The coalition passed major legislation to reform the nation’s federal system and it 
also agreed reform the nation’s health care system.  The lecture will offer a brief sketch of 
both reforms, while examining tensions within the policy processes structured by a triangle of 
leading elites, institutions, and German political culture.   
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