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“At the heart of all [Williams’} work— as a writer, a naturalist, and a crusader
for protection of the nation’s wilderness...the common theme is restoration:
restoring our connection to the land to the sacred, and to each other.”

--Utne Reader

Terry Tempest Williams has been called "a citizen writer,"” a writer who speaks and speaks out
eloquently on behalf of an ethical stance toward life. A naturalist and fierce advocate for
Jfreedom of speech, she has consistently shown us how environmental issues are social issues that
ultimately become matters of justice. "So here is my question,” she asks, "what might a different
kind of power look like, feel like, and can power be redistributed equitably even beyond our own
species?"

Williams, like her writing, cannot be categorized. She has testified before Congress on women'’s
health issues, been a guest at the White House, has camped in the remote regions of Utah and
Alaska wildernesses and worked as "a barefoot artist” in Rwanda. Known for her impassioned
and lyrical prose, Terry Tempest Williams is the author of the environmental literature classic,
Refuge: An Unnatural History of Family and Place; An Unspoken Hunger: Stories from the
Field; Desert Quartet; Leap; Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert; and The Open Space of
Democracy. Her new book, Finding Beauty in a Broken World, will be published in 2008 by
Pantheon Books.

In 2006, Williams received the Robert Marshall Award from The Wilderness Society, their
highest honor given to an American citizen. She also received the Distinguished Achievement
Award from the Western American Literature Association and the Wallace Stegner Award given
by The Center for the American West. She is the recipient of a Lannan Literary Fellowship and a
John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship in creative nonfiction.

Terry Tempest Williams is currently the Annie Clark Tanner Scholar in Environmental
Humanities at the University of Utah. Her writing has appeared in The New Yorker, The New
York Times, Orion Magazine, and numerous anthologies worldwide as a crucial voice for
ecological consciousness and social change. She divides her time between Castle Valley, Utah
and Moose, Wyoming, where her husband Brooke Williams is the executive director of The
Murie Center. (Biography from the Barclay Agency)

Terry Tempest Williams will be joining the UMass Dartmouth community on October 23, 2008
for a talk at 7:00pm in the Tripp Athletic Center. The event is free and open to the public. All
first year students will be asked to attend.



Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert (2001)

Wildness reminds us what it means to be human, what we are
connected to rather than what we are separate from.
—~Terry Tempest Williams

In Red: Passion and Patience in the Desert, writer and naturalist Terry Tempest Williams fully
documents her continually evolving concern with our relationship to wilderness. The collection
of writings combines reprintings of Coyote’s Canyon and Desert Quartet, published in 1989 and
1995 respectively, with new essays examining Williams’s belief in our spiritual need for
wilderness and the wild. Williams explains her personal relationship with the land, a relationship
that depends upon an individual’s ability to merge with the natural world. The book works in
sections:

“Home Work”
This section operates an introduction to Williams’ book and her ideas. The foundational
equation is “place + people = politics” (3).

“Coyote’s Canyon”
This section is a collection of short essays held together by a common theme—the need
for people to act on behalf of the land and to recognize how the land shapes who we are
and what we believe.

“Red”
This section begins with “America’s Redrock Wilderness,” which introduces the focus on
Utah’s wilderness. The chapter is followed by a statement Williams gave to the United
States Congress on behalf of the America’s Redrock Wilderness Act in 1995. Then the
section goes into essays that explore Williams’ experiences of and commitment to the
wilderness, especially the redrock lands of Utah.

Desert Quartet
Desert Quartet is a series of four essays that Williams wrote for the New England Review
when she was the journal’s essayist-at-large and which were then published in book form
in 1995. At its center, Desert Quartet expresses Williams’s belief in the need to engage
fully with the social and natural communities that surround us.

“Wild Mercy”
This one page statement closes the book.

Appendices
The appendices include the abridged version of the Redrock Wilderness Act, a citizen’s
proposal, a list of community organizations, and acknowledgements.






