Chapter 11

REQUIREMENTS FOR A DISSERTATION

Doctoral dissertations are to be prepared just as are master's theses, using the
stipulations of this manual and also following the points covered in this chapter.

11. 1 Changes to the Wording of Front Matter Pages

Title Page: the title page uses the word "Dissertation” in place of the word "Thesis"
(approximate middle of the page), and the correct text is "Submitted in Partial
Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy" just above
the date at the page bottom.

Signatory Page: the correct text at the top of the signatory page is "We approve the
dissertation of...." The first names will be labeled as “Dissertation Advisor” and

“Dissertation Committee.”

A sample dissertation Title Page and Signatory Page are inserted following this
page.
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We approve the dissertation of Mehitabel L. Archie
Date of Signature

I. C. Starr
Professor of Astronomy
Dissertation Advisor

Elizabeth Ohm Watt
Associate Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dissertation Committee

Luke Skywalker
Assistant Professor of Astronomy
Dissertation Committee

Allison L. Alembic
Graduate Program Director, Department of Astronomy

B. G. Dipper
Chairperson, Department of Astronomy

Farhad Azadivar
Dean, College of Engineering

Richard J. Panofsky
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Associate Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Graduate Studies
11. 2 Listing with UMI Dissertation Services

UMass Dartmouth requires each PhD candidate to list the dissertation in UMI
Dissertation Abstracts International (a service of ProQuest Information and
Learning). Virtually all accredited institutions in North America that award doctoral
degrees submit their dissertations to ProQuest Information and Learning for
publication or listing in DAI. The listings provide: Bibliographic citations that include
title, author name, degree-granting university, year awarded, number of pages, and
ProQuest Information and Learning order number; name of the dissertation adviser,
committee chair, etc.; and 350-word abstracts, written by the authors.

Doctoral students must complete agreement forms for UMI Dissertation Abstracts
submission as one step in the final dissertation approval process in the Office of
Graduate Studies. UMass Dartmouth reserves the right to withhold official transcripts
and/or diploma until this submission is verified. One may also publish one’s
dissertation through the UMI program.

Authors of master’s theses may wish to list or publish with UMI but are not required
to do so.

UMI contact information:

300 North Zeeb Road

PO Box 1346

Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-1346
U.S.A.

Phone: 734.761.4700

Toll Free: 800.521.0600

Email: info@il.proquest.com
Homepage: http://www.umi.com/

To learn about the process of preparing a dissertation (or thesis) for UMI listing or
publication, see “Information for Thesis and Dissertation Authors” at
http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/prepare/
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That page contains links as follows:

Hints on writing a thesis or dissertation
http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/prepare/hints.htm

Copyright questions? Some answers
http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/prepare/copyrigh.htm

Publishing Packets and Forms--Free How-To Instructions
http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/prepare/packets.htm

Submitting your dissertation or master’s thesis in electronic form
http://www.umi.com/hp/Support/DServices/prepare/submit.htm

11. 3 Academic Policies for Doctoral Dissertations

The current Graduate Catalogue gives degree requirements for doctoral level study
at UMass Dartmouth. It also specifies requirements for the dissertation committee,
proposal and defense as well as explains procedures and policies.

11. 4 Professional Standards

As presentations of original contributions to scholarship in their field, dissertations
must meet especially high standards for accuracy, professional appearance, and
format and style.





