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Congratulations to our Spring 2017 Graduates! 
By Rashelle Noncent 

College Now would like to congratulate all the graduating  

seniors in the Class of 2017. As fellow students, counselors, 

and staff, we all know the amount of dedication and hard work 

that goes into where you are today. As graduates, you are 

shining stars and have  inspired all students to keep pushing 

towards their goals no matter how hard it gets. You have al-

lowed us to witness that even when it gets tough, there is al-

ways a light at the end of the tunnel. College Now is proud of 

everyoneôs achievements and we send our love and wish you 

all the best in your future endeavors.  
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Abiodun, Akanni, B.S. Finance and Marketing 

Vanda DePina, B.A. Psychology 

See more Commencement photos on page 3 

ñTo the whole College Now  

Office, thank you for everything.  

I will forever owe everything to 

you guys, for believing in me 

and for giving me a chance.ò 

- Vanda DePina  
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Craigôs Corner 

Craig Elkins, Director of College Now/START 

Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 2017!  All of 

your hard work and dedication has paid off. Continue to 

commit yourself to your passions as you transition into the 

next phase of your life and you will no doubt succeed in 

whatever you attempt. Please remember to celebrate your 

future successes and build upon the skills you gained 

throughout your time at UMass Dartmouth. Utilize the con-

nections you made here on campus and reach out if you 

are ever in need of assistance.  We are so proud of all your 

accomplishments and wish you the best of luck in all future 

endeavors. Always remember: Once College Now, Always College Now! 

~ Craig 

 

Student SpotlightðCollege Now /START  

Charlene Reyes, BA Psychology (from Standard Times) 

 

College experience: Charlene Reyes is dedicating her    

degree to her mother.  At age 52, her single mother earned an 

Associateôs degree and inspired Reyes to finish college her-

self. 

What now? Reyes currently works at the May Institute as 

a home based therapist. She will be returning to UMass Dart-

mouth for another year to complete a Masterôs degree in Psy-

chology. 

Parting Thoughts? Graduation is ña stepping stone for my 

career path in helping autistic families.ò 

Thank you to Charlene:  We are so proud of Charlene and 

all her success.  She was a great Peer Mentor in College Now. 

She has truly made a difference.   

Charlene Reyes, B.A. Psychology 
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Cherise Bulgar, B.A English 

Literature & Criticism 
Etienne Niyonsaba,  

B.S. Accounting 

Yaritza Mendez, B.S. Management Leadership;  

minors in Accounting, International Business, & Spanish 

Alex Jesus, B.S Management Leadership; 

minor in Sustainability 

Nubian Gamble,  

B.S. Management Small 

Business/Entrepreneurship 

Marquise Williams,  

B.A. Liberal Arts 

Princess Cooper,  

B.S. Chemistry 

Vinicius Barreiros,  

B.S. Management Leadership 

Nana Yirenkyi, B.A. 

Crime & Justice Studies  

 

Hermon Woldeghiorgis, 

B.S. Finance 

2017 Undergraduate Commencement Photos  


