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Women’s Studies Scholarship Opportunities

I am a senior here at UMass  
Dartmouth currently dual majoring  
in Political Science and Women’s 
Studies. I first came to WMS through 
my political involvement. As a political 
science major I started to see the  
big gender divide in politics: the lack  
of female representation, women’s 
issues such as abortion becoming  
a wedge issue, and the debate  
surrounding the LGBT community 

and LGBT rights. With the encouragement from my sister and 
mother I decided to enroll in WMS 101. “It was indeed that 
class that incited my mind to combine my political activism 
with gender activism.” 

Politics is a very gendered field and as I went through more 
WMS courses I started to see all the research that combined  
political science with the sociological theories around women 
and gender. “I began to love WMS classes and how it beautifully 
fused my politics with my activism.” I learned all about the  
F word:feminism. Feminist research is pivotal to understanding 

the oppression that women and men alike endure in our current 
society. Within WMS each concentration sounded interesting 
but “the Politics, Justice, and Policy area literally was everything 
I could have imagined a perfect major to be.” The activist side 
and my political side were fused flawlessly. 

I also work at the Center for Women, Gender, and Sexuality, 
where the issues that we learned about in class were grounded 
by the work we did with the center. Currently I am the Presi-
dent of our campus’ Feminist Majority Leadership Alliance and 
the group gives me yet another outlet to practice my activism 
in a university setting; teaching me invaluable lessons about 
activism that will translate to my work after college. 

After I receive my degrees this coming spring, I am applying 
to several graduate programs including UMass Dartmouth’s 
Public Policy program. I am also applying to the Peace Corps.  
I eventually want to earn my Ph.D. in Conflict Resolutions/Peace 
Studies and then go on to law and politics; I intend on running 
for office one day! I have had an amazing experience with WMS 
on this campus and I would highly recommend it to anyone 
interested in the great gender debate!

Doctor Janet Freedman Women’s Studies Book Scholarship
Sean Connell, WMS and Political Science Major 

My name is Vanessa Ortiz-Lora  
and I am a senior here at UMass 
Dartmouth, I am a Women’s Studies 
major with a minor in Sociology. 

Throughout my years here at UMass 
Dartmouth I was very indecisive on 
what I wanted to study or do with 
my life. I bounced from different 
types of majors assuming that  
I wanted to do them but not taking 
into account that there are certain 

things that I am not that strong in. I knew I wanted to do 
something with women’s health and education, so I decided 
to major in Medical Laboratory Science and minor in Women’s 
Studies. As the semesters were passing by my interest in 
Medical Laboratory slowly started to wear off, and I no longer 
felt the motivation to continue in that major. 

There were many people who knew me, friends and acquain-
tances, who said that they did not see me being trapped in  

a lab looking at microorganisms, but rather could envision  
me being out there helping people. I finally took the time  
to reanalyze my life and realized that I have a passion for  
Social Work. 

I want to help young adolescent girls, who undergo so many 
issues in their lives and help them succeed. I currently work 
at a residential home where I am a counselor to women who 
are in DCYF custody. While working here I have become very 
interested in social work and helping these adolescent girls.  
I also work for College Now as a Peer Counselor and worked 
for Upward Bound in the summer as well. I love working with 
students, because to me “Every little thing counts.” I plan 
to go to Simmons for Graduate school to get my Master’s in 
Social Work (MSW) and maybe later get my Ph.D. 

Lastly, I really want to thank Professor Elizabeth Lehr for  
everything she has done for me. Since my first WMS 101 class,  
Professor Lehr has helped me and never given up on me. 
Thank you so much for your hard work and dedication.  

Women’s Studies Major Scholarship Recipient
Vanessa Ortiz-Lora, WMS Major, Sociology Minor 

Women’s Studies is pleased to be able to offer our students Major and Minor Scholarships and the Dr. Janet Freedman Women’s 
Studies Book Scholarship. Applications for these awards are available in the Women’s Studies Office, LARTS 321. Scholarships  
are awarded each May for the following academic year.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Alexandra Obolensky (Lexi), who won an “Honorable Mention” for the Kingston-Mann Student Achievement 
Awards for Excellence in Diversity/Inclusion Scholarship. The paper was for Professor Anupama Arora’s special topics course in 
women’s literature, WMS/ENL 347: Global Women Writers.

Update from WMS Alumni

In 2009 I started at a large non-admitted insurance company as a contracted ad-
ministrative assistant to the personal lines department, assisting a VP and a staff of 
15 managers and underwriters. After a short year I was contacted by the president 
and CEO of the company to be hired on as a full time employee as his 2nd assistant. 
After 6 months I started taking on more and more responsibilities and before I knew 
 it I was his 1st executive assistant. I then interviewed and hired my own assistant 
but realized there was no need as I could handle the work on my own. I’ve been 
handling it ever since. Recently, my boss received another promotion and took on 
his boss’ role as our mother company’s president and CEO of the whole U.S, Can-
ada and Bermuda. I have followed him in this role. I am now transferring into my 
company’s U.S. Human Resources department where I will assist the head of U.S. 
HR and be a project manager. I am really excited about this opportunity because  
I have always been interested in being in HR. 

Last May I graduated from Boston College with a Master’s Degree in Secondary 
Education. Currently, I am an eighth grade English Language Arts teacher at Kiley 
Middle School in Springfield, Massachusetts, which is a level 4 school. This job 
is incredibly challenging, but I love it; I am passionate about working with these 
students who throw up a wall, blocking out education, these students who need 
someone to believe in them. 

After four very active years at UMass Dartmouth, I have gone on to graduate 
school. I am currently attending Minnesota State University, Mankato where I am 
getting my Master’s in Gender and Women’s Studies. In my Master’s program 
I am working on a collective action project where my cohort is petitioning the 
current Minnesota sex education curriculum to include masturbation as a safe sex 
alternative. I am also the program coordinator at MNSU’s Women’s Center, where 
I am working on several events from movie nights, discussion groups, women’s 
health fair and a women’s leadership conference. I will be presenting at the first 
Midwest Feminist Conference at the University of Iowa in November. Although 
I greatly miss the ocean and the UMass feminist community, I am excited to be 
exposed to Midwest feminisms.

After finishing my final coursework in mid-August, I took a couple weeks to re-
group and have been pounding the pavement looking for a career where I will 
advocate for women. I recently participated in the Run For Congo Women: Boston, 
and was proud to be part of a team that raised over $21,000 to benefit women  
in the DR Congo. I continue to network and look for opportunities within feminist 
organizations. Graduate school admission has been deferred for one year, but  
I look forward to picking up school work again!

Editors Note: Denise has recently accepted a position at UMass Boston in the 
Women and Policy Center.

Congratulations Denise!

Samantha Coffin
WMS Major, 2011 

Shara Sarnelli  
WMS Minor, 2010 

Kathleen Gearty
WMS Minor, 2007

Denise Schultz
WMS Online Major, 2011
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Fall Semester Events 

The Frederick Douglas Unity House is known as a place where 
students can go to participate in cultural events, workshops, 
watch television, do homework, or just simply hang out with 
friends. According to Keith Wilder, Director of the Unity House 
and Assistant Dean of Students, the Unity House does three 
things: Surface programs to explore diversity, Significant pro- 
grams which ask questions, and Signature programs that focus 
on differences and how to be a leader. On October 19th, at 
4pm, he gave a presentation on stereotypes and perceptions 
where he talked about recognizing one’s own biases. To start 
his discussion, Keith asked all participating students to pick up 
two “descriptors”, including words such as lazy, unprivileged, 
ugly, smart, beautiful, judged, etc. Students were then asked 
to place said descriptors around the room on labels that were 
hung up. The labels included, but were not limited to, people 
who are obese, handicapped people, people with gold teeth, 
Asian Americans, Jewish people, African American males,  
Native Americans, politicians, old people, Latinos, and Africans. 
Students were asked to place descriptors on the labels of  
things they’ve heard people say or stereotypes that they  
believed to be true about each group.

Upon completion of the activity, Keith read each category and 
the descriptors that were placed in each one aloud to the 
group. He asked students if these perceptions were thought  
to be true. After further discussion, students were able to  
recognize that stereotypes and perceptions happen for a reason, 
but that does not mean that they are necessarily true. These 
messages can come from the media, religion, beliefs, family, 
one’s environment, and friends. Keith urged students to explore 
their own biases and prejudices and to think about how we 
exacerbate the problem. This can be accomplished by thinking 
about how you view others. He explained that “perception is 
an illusion and sometimes what we perceive to be isn’t what 
is.” I think that overall, the message of his presentation was 
about making students aware of perceptions that exist based 
on what society has already taught us, and challenging them. 

Stereotypes and Perceptions
October 19th, 2011 
Brandi Ruiz, WMS Minor

Considering the fact that date rape has become such  
a widespread problem on college campuses, it is no surprise 
why a sexual violence prevention seminar has become so  
necessary. As I sat down in Woodland Commons, I observed 
my surroundings. An audience made up of mostly female  
students with a few males scattered throughout and a couple 
of faculty members from the Women’s Studies Program filled 
the seats. Our speakers were a man and a woman named 
Keith Labelle and Jennifer Longa Moio, from the University  
of Rhode Island, who gave off a humorous vibe mixed with  
a seriousness that came with the content of what they would 
be talking to us about. They opened by asking us what we  
did to protect ourselves from rape daily and separated the 
answers by the sex of the audience members. The guys had 
mostly humorous answers that ranged from: “don’t go to jail” 
to “don’t drop the soap.” More seriously, one answered that 
he “rolled with other guys.” The young women gave more 
conventional answers such as, “don’t walk around at night 
alone,” “be on the phone while walking to the car after dark,” 
and “carry a rape whistle.” It seemed that the point of the 
question was to illustrate that sexual assault and violence are 
problems that are more associated with women. Keith was 
angry with the whole idea of it because the implication for all 
of the responses was that all men are potential rapists while 
women have to worry about the threat at almost every minute 
of their lives.

 
 
 

Another aspect of the seminar that made it unique was the  
excessive use of curse words. Jennifer asked us how we  
termed “having sex” and they ended the bit by saying: “it’s 
called fucking!” We were provided with a flurry of statistics 
that helped to illustrate the seriousness of the situation.  
A statistic that actually surprised me was that only 2% of  
reported sexual assaults have been determined to be false.  
I was led to believe that this number would have been  
higher, as I remembered the old adage, “hell hath no fury  
like a woman scorned.”

Women are at the most risk for being the victims of date  
rape during their freshmen year at college: there are 78 rapes  
perpetrated every one hour. I was also shocked to find out 
that the domestic homicide number occurring in Massachusetts 
has continued to rise every year: in 2009 there were 25 cases 
while in 2010 there were around 34. The most important piece 
of advice that the speakers left us with was to tell a victim of 
sexual abuse that what happened to them was not their fault 
before we say anything else, because the victim will most likely 
blame themselves and be blamed by society for the assault.  
I will never forget this advice, and it will be the first thing I will 
say to one of my friends or family if they ever decide to come 
to me for help.

“Without Consent: Sex Violence Prevention”
September 29th, 2011
Susan Sun Kyu Dodenhoff, WMS Major



New Online Journal: Journal of Feminist Scholarship

The Women’s Studies Program is pleased to announce the creation of a new  
peer-reviewed, open-access journal published online, the Journal of Feminist  
Scholarship. We see this as a way of gaining recognition for our program outside 
of the UMD community and also as a way of raising our scholarly profile. The JFS 
was founded by Catherine Villanueva Gardner (PHL/WMS), Jen Riley (ENL/WMS)  
and Anna Klobucka (POR). Issue 1 (Fall 2011) was published on November 15th 2011.

www.umassd.edu/jfs

The editors would like to thank  
the following people for their help:
Dean William Hogan of the College of 
Arts and Sciences for his support of the 
project; Nicole Nelson (UMD Alumni) for 
her web design; and Don King (UMD’s 
webmaster) for his technical support. 
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Welcome to the Journal of Feminist Scholarship
The Journal of Feminist Scholarship is a new twice-yearly, peer-reviewed, 
open-access journal published online and aimed at promoting feminist 
scholarship across the disciplines, as well as expanding the reach and 
definitions of feminist research.

Why a new journal? Why now?
We believe it is time to explore the state of feminist scholarship at the turn  
of the new century, and we see the endeavor as part of a larger question of 
where feminism itself is heading. We wish to encourage a discussion of feminist 
thought for the twenty-first century. What are its directions today, and what 
relationship does it sustain with the foundations laid down by feminist inquiry 
and action in earlier centuries? We aim to publish work that explores the  
multiple theoretical paradigms and political agendas of contemporary and 
historical feminist scholarship and the potential intersections and tensions  
between these paradigms and agendas. We are especially interested in  
examining productive controversies and divergences between local and global 
contexts of feminism. We also welcome submissions that focus on feminist 
pedagogies and activism. 

Publishing the journal online means that we are able to offer open access to  
its contents to feminist scholars anywhere in the world where there is an  
internet connection. It also has an immediacy that allows us to publish articles 
on topics that are in the here and now and to significantly shorten the time  
lag from submission to publication for our contributors.

Please visit the submissions page to see our guidelines for authors and our 
contact page for contact information for the JFS. 

editors
Catherine Villanueva Gardner – cgardner@umassd.edu
Anna M. Klobucka – aklobucka@umassd.edu
Jeannette E. Riley – jen.riley@umassd.edu

the publication of the journal of feminist scholarship is made possible by the generous 

support of the college of arts and sciences at the university of massachusetts dartmouth. 

Issue 1 (Fall 2011)
from the editors

Feminism and Feminist 
Scholarship Today
    amrita basu
    jennifer baumgardner and
    amy richards
    debra a. castillo
    rachel blau duplessis
    agnieszka graff
    elizabeth grosz
    joy a. james
    michael kimmel
    toril moi
    karen m. offen

Articles
    �feminist debate in taiwan’s  

buddhism: the issue of the  
eight garudhammas

    �Chiung Hwang Chen, Brigham Young 
University-Hawaii 

    �healthism and the bodies of 
women: pleasure and discipline 
in the war against obesity

    �Talia L. Welsh, University of Tennessee  
at Chattanooga 

    �grappling with gender:  
exploring masculinity and  
gender in the bodies,  
performances, and emotions  
of scholastic wrestlers

    �Phyllis L. Baker, University of Northern Iowa

    �Douglas R. Hotek, University of Northern Iowa

    �new age fairy tales: the abject 
female hero in el laberinto del 
fauno and la rebelión de los 
conejos mágicos

    �Patricia Lapolla Swier, Wake Forest University 

Viewpoint
    �the rise and fall of  

western homohysteria
    Eric Anderson, University of Winchester 
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This semester’s Director’s Report is–in fact–an editor’s report. 
Claire Travers will be retiring at the end of the year. She will  
be sorely missed. Rather than WMS write about Claire, her 
contributions and her life, we decided that the feminist thing 
to do was to have Claire speak in her own voice. Thank you, 
Claire, for all your work and our best for what you are calling 
your next phase!

—Catherine Villanueva Gardner

Retirement—A New Phase of Life
Born and raised in Fall River, I commuted to SMU (Southeastern 
Massachusetts University) back when there were no dormitories 
on campus. It was the time when students were discussing 
what their “number” was for the draft for the Vietnam War.  
It was a time of becoming aware, which seemed to lead to 

“protests”—protesting the Vietnam War, protesting the Kent 
State fiasco, and even the President at SMU, and learning  
about the Women’s Liberation movement.

Coming to work at UMass Dartmouth in the Women’s Studies 
Program has been an exciting experience. It’s been a fulfilling 
6 years and 6 months, working with faculty and students and 
watching the growth of the WMS program from becoming  

a Major to the point of becoming a Department. It’s been 
equally challenging and rewarding. I’ve learned a great respect 
for faculty and students, faculty trying to reach students and 
students grappling with their courses and what they want  
to do in life. I’m so thankful and impressed with student 
achievements I’ve witnessed: WMS students, Design students, 
Nursing students, English students I’ve had the pleasure of 
meeting and getting to know.

Thank you to all the Women’s Studies Affiliates, especially Jen 
Riley and Cathy Houser, who hired me to work half time for 
WMS and half time for the English Department and helped 
to keep me on track. Thanks to all the WMS Affiliates, Majors, 
Minors and Alumni, who wrote articles for the newsletters and 
answered my myriad emails. Thanks to all the English Faculty 
I’ve grown to know and share life stories with.

I especially want to thank Linda Girard for helping me with all 
my questions about budgets and reports, her expertise and 
willingness to help were invaluable. Lastly, I want to thank Sue 
Foley from the History Department for standing by me through 
all my anxieties and triumphs, from my first requisition to  
my retirement.

—Claire Travers


