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Perspectives f rom Indian Phi losophy

and Mainstream Economics

 Lecture
on

 Nishkam Agarwal

Nishkam Agarwal, Ph.D., is a social 
scientist with extensive training in 
Sanskrit and Indian philosophy.  He

 holds a B.A. in Mathematics &
 Economics from the University of  
Warwick, England, and the Ph.D. in

 Economics from MIT.  He also formally
 studied Sanskrit and Indian Philosophy 

for 7 years in India with Dr Krishna 
Dutt Bharadwaj and with 

Professor Surendra Kant Gambhir of  
the University of  Pennsylvania's South 

Asia Regional Studies Department.  
Dr Agarwal worked as a Foreign 

Service Economist with the U.S. Agency 
for International Development in 

Bangladesh and Egypt, and is 
currently a Senior Economist with 
the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency. He is presently writing a book 
on Indian Philosophy & Economics,

 to be published next year. 

Refreshments:  11 :45am

Date:  Friday,  November 12,  2010
Place:  Librar y Browsing Area

Time:  12  (noon) -  1 :30 pm

Presents

How does one balance one’s  mundane wor ldly  duties with 
the search for  l i fe ’s  deeper  meanings? Are these entire ly  

separate pursuits?  Not according to the ADVAITA VEDANTA
 Indian phi losophy,  says our dist inguished speaker,  who has
 int imate knowledge of  both domains.  The f ie lds of  Indian 
phi losophy and mainstream economics are often considered 

two separate,  non-intersecting paradigms of  human behavior.
  The speaker  wi l l  at tempt to f ind common ground between them,

 within the realm of  social ly  re levant  behavior,  both at  
the individual  as  wel l  as  the cor porate level .  The under lying 

concepts of  Indian phi losophy lend new and interest ing 
meanings to the concept  of  l i fe  and various concepts of

 economic pol icies and theories with far  di f ferent  implicat ions 
than i f  they were to be seen in the Car tesian context  

of  moder n mainstream economics bui l t  upon “animal  spir i ts” 
and “sel f ish behavior”.  Many open ended and thought 

provoking ideas wi l l  be presented.
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