UBEROI FOUNDATION FELLOWSHIP

For Teaching Dharmic Traditions

At Center for Indic Studies, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth
Overview

Dharmic traditions consist of traditions originating from the Indian Subcontinent over several millennia, which have developed and evolved. Currently practiced by over a billion people throughout the world, Dharmic traditions represent more than religious studies, and they grow from Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism. Coverage of Dharmic traditions in American schools is limited primarily because of the lack of appropriate teaching material, and of course, teacher content knowledge and training. The Uberoi Foundation has provided the Center for Indic Studies at UMass Dartmouth with funding to provide 25-30 Uberoi Foundation Fellowships for public school teachers. This summer of 2011, a training program for teachers will be held at UMass Dartmouth.

Training Program

Participants will be required to attend a complete session (day and evening cultural events) of the five day pilot training. Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) in the four Dharmic Traditions: (Buddhism, Hinduism, Jainism, and Sikhism) have created training materials and teacher training modules for the recipients of these fellowships. Those conducting the training modules will include university professors and other scholars and will be coordinated in part by the faculty in the Teaching and Learning Department at UMass Dartmouth. As an outcome of the training, participants will also be required to create a comprehensive unit for their classrooms, which articulate Dharmic traditions in connection with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks (or other frameworks if from out of state). These standards/frameworks are mainly found in History I and II of the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. Participants will also be required to make a report on their experiences in teaching the Dharmic traditions by the end of the following school year. 

Support

Participants will be required to attend any one of the two five-day training sessions, Session I: July 18-22 or Session II: July 25-29, at UMass Dartmouth. This will be an immersion program with cultural events in the evenings. Teachers selected for the Uberoi Foundation Fellowship can choose to get either 3-graduate credits only or $500 stipend and 67.5 professional development points. Selected applicants will also be provided with a set of training materials and an honorary certificate from the Uberoi Foundation Fellowship. Travel and local housing will be made available to teachers traveling long distances for attending the program. 
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APPLICATION FORM

Note: Please send your completed applications immediately, latest by April 15, 2011 either via email to uff@umassd.edu or via post mail (postmarked by April 15, 2011) to: Dr. Maureen Hall, University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, Center for Indic Studies, Violette Building, Room 211, 285 Old Westport Road, Dartmouth, MA 02747. Applicants will be selected on a first-come-first-serve basis. 
First Name: __________________Middle Initial: ______________ Last Name: _____________

Name of the School: ____________________________________________________________
Subject(s) taught: _______________________________________________________________
Level(s) taught: ________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ____________________________
Email Address:  ____________________________
Contact Information of the School Principal:

First Name: __________________Middle Initial: ______________ Last Name: _____________

Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________

Email Address:  ____________________________
The Center for Indic Studies will contact you for any additional information needed.
