
Crime & Justice Studies 
BA

The department of Crime and Justice Studies (CJS) brings 
together the academic fields of criminology, criminal justice, 
and justice studies, successfully bridging the social sciences 
and humanities. We offer a multi-disciplinary program that 
specializes in the study of the criminal justice system’s 
history, policies, politics, and procedures. 

Skills developed 

Offering criminology, criminal justice, and justice studies together in 
one department allows students interested in the various branches of 
work in this field (law enforcement, courts, corrections, probation, 
parole, education, social services, youth services, community 
organizations and more.) to begin cross-agency dialogue with each 
other, within our classrooms, and before they enter the 
workforce. This allows CJS students to grasp more comprehensive 
perspectives on the various (and at times conflicting) expectations 
that exist within the many institutions and agencies that make up 
the criminal justice system. CJS students also learn to analyze the 
nature of structural, institutional, and transnational violence and 
gain knowledge and skills they can use towards better understanding 
and transforming unjust conditions, so that students can 
contribute to  the improvement of society and their communities. 

Curriculum overview 

The department of Crime and Justice Studies offers an innovative 
curriculum drawing upon research from the social sciences, 
humanities, arts, sciences, business and law to create nuanced 
understandings of how crime and justice have been constructed 
over time, and how these understandings continue to affect our 
lives. We are a multidisciplinary department with faculty who 
research, publish and teach across many areas of local, regional, 
national and global expertise. 

Course offerings include: 

• A History of Criminology
• Abolitionism
• Beyond Borders: Immigration and Justice
• Crimes Against Humanity
• Criminal Law and Procedure
• Education, Transformation, and Justice
• Environments of Justice
• Foundations in Justice Studies
• International Crime and Justice
• Intersectional Criminology
• Law and Society
• Prison Industrial Complex
• Roots and Realities of Nonviolence
• The Politics of Policing
• The War on Drugs
• Transformative Justice
• Youth, Crime and Justice

Careers* 
• Community Health Workers (median salary: $46,590
• Correctional Officers (median salary: $47,920)
• Correctional Treatment Specialists (median salary: $60,250)
• Lawyers (median salary: $127,990, Bright Outlook)
• Police and Sheriff's Patrol Officers (median salary: $64,610)
• Urban and Regional Planners (median salary: $78,500)
• Social Workers (median salary: $49,150)

Internship Sites 
• Bristol County District Attorney’s Office Victim/Witness Advocate
• Bristol County Juvenile Court Probation Department
• Coaching for Change
• Coalition for Social Justice
• Fall River Justice Center District Court Division
• Immigrants Assistance Center
• Justice Bridge Legal Center
• Juvenile Court Department, Bristol Division
• MASS Commission Against Discrimination
• National Legal Aid and Defender Association
• Public Defenders Office of Fall River
• United Neighbors of Fall River Community Connections Coalition
• US Marshal Service, Domestic Investigations Branch
• The Washington Center
• YMCA South Coast

Graduate School Placements 
• American International College
• Bridgewater State University
• Clark Atlanta University
• John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Career Placements 
• Attorney and Lawyer Offices
• Campus, City, and State Police Departments
• Children and Family Services
• District and Regional Courts
• Hospitals and Public Health Institutions
• K-12 and Secondary Educational Institutions
• Historical Parks and Museums
• Non-governmental, Youth, and Community 

Organizations
• Probation and Parole Offices
• US Military Branches and Security Forces

More Info 
• CJS focused Study Abroad opportunities
• Community engagement projects
• Independent study on special topics
• Networking with professionals through the Internship
• Inside-Out Prison Exchange: opportunity to take classes 

with prisoners inside a local prison

umassd.edu/programs/crime-justice-studies/

• Ohio State University
• Suffolk University
• UMass Boston
• UMass Lowell
• UMass Law School

*2021 o*net wage data
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