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EAS - PhD Dissertation Defense


EAS - Ph.D. Final Exam (Dissertation Defense)
Overview
When the dissertation has been completed, doctoral candidates present and defend their work before their supervisory committee, the university, and the public.  This defense constitutes the candidate’s final exam preceding degree conferral.
Exam Purpose
The Final Exam represents the last significant opportunity for the Ph.D. committee to ask questions and provide comments on the research.  It also serves to disseminate the work to the public (including faculty, students, colleagues, friends, and family).  In many ways it represents a celebration of the completion of the work.  Unlike the Comprehensive Exam, which is closed, the Final Exam is open to the public and announced along with other public seminars.

The subject of the doctoral defense is the dissertation itself.  The dissertation defense provides an opportunity for you to demonstrate your expertise after several years of preparatory coursework, research, and writing.  You also will demonstrate your ability to explain ideas and methods embodied in the dissertation and to defend the implications and conclusions of your research.
The defense allows your committee members to verify your independent scholarly contributions. They may offer guidance regarding publication possibilities for the dissertation, and encourage further research efforts in your area of academic specialization.
Exam Policies
1. The Dissertation Defense must be taken at least six months after passing the Comprehensive Exam.  It is recommended that there be at least a 12 month gap between the Comprehensive Exam and the Final Exam.

2. The Student, "Chair" and at least one additional voting member must be physically present for the exam.  If the student knows that their major advisor may not physically be at the exam, they can designate another Chair person prior to scheduling the exam.  Please keep in mind that that person will no longer hold the title as "Chair" person on all forms.  The remaining committee may participate in the exam via teleconference or other electronic communication media.  The committee for the Final Exam does not have to be the same as for the Comprehensive Exam, although it usually is.  Any changes due to circumstances that may occur must meet all University and College requirements.

3. A complete draft of the dissertation must be submitted to the Ph.D. committee at least three weeks prior to the scheduled defense to allow committee members a reasonable amount of time to review the document.

4. A Final Exam Registration Form including the title and abstract of the dissertation must be submitted to the EAS graduate program director at least 14 days in advance so that the defense can be scheduled and publicized.
5. The student's presentation is publicly advertised so that all who are interested in the research may attend.

6. After the presentation and questions are concluded, the public is asked to leave so that the committee can privately pass judgment on the work.

7. The examinee must be registered in the term in which the final defense is conducted.

8. The outcome will be recorded on the Graduate Examination Report Form.  The committee may vote to pass, pass with revisions, or fail.  The dissertation signature page is approved only after any required revisions have been completed.  If the defense is a failure, the dissertation may be re-defended once after a waiting period, to be determined by the committee and communicated in writing to the student.
Exam Format
The defense itself usually lasts 1 - 2 hours and proceeds as follows:

1. a few minutes of private discussion by the committee;

2. a public presentation presented by the Ph.D. candidate, typically lasting for 45 minutes;

3. questions from the committee, in front of the public;

4. questions from the public;

5. questions from the committee without the public present;

6. private discussion by the committee; and

7. outcome decided and announced to the candidate.
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