Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Academic Ethical Standards (from UMD Student Handbook)
All UMass Dartmouth students are expected to maintain high standards of academic integrity and
scholarly practice. The University does not tolerate academic dishonesty of any variety, whether as
result of a failure to understand proper academic and scholarly procedure, or as an act of intentional
dishonesty.
A student found guilty of academic dishonesty is subject to severe disciplinary action which may
include expulsion from the University. Refer to the Student Handbook and Student Judicial Code for
due process.
A high standard of academic integrity promotes the pursuit of truth and learning and respect for the
intellectual accomplishments of others. These are values that are fundamental to the mission of this
University. Such values are undermined by academic dishonesty.
Academic dishonesty is defined as attempting to obtain academic credit for work that is not one’s own.
Examples include:
1.

copying another student’s answers on an examination;

2.

obtaining, or attempting to obtain, the answers to an examination in advance;

3.

submitting a paper that was written by someone else;

4.

submitting a paper that includes phrases, sentences and paragraphs that were copied
verbatim, or almost verbatim, from a work written by someone else, without making this clear
without indicating that these words were someone else’s through the use of quotation marks
or other appropriate citation conventions;

5.

collaborating on a homework assignment when this has been expressly forbidden by the
professor;

6.

using unauthorized materials in completing assignments or examinations;

7.

submitting the same paper for more than one class without the express permission of the
instructors involved. This list of examples should not be considered exhaustive.

This definition of academic dishonesty applies to information submitted in other forms besides paper.
Submitting a project of a musical or artistic nature where all or part of the project is someone else’s
work, without acknowledging this fact, constitutes academic dishonesty. Submitting computer files that
do not represent one’s own work is also considered to be academic dishonesty; examples of
computer-based academic dishonesty would include submitting a computer program or text file
created by someone else as one’s own, or submitting the output of a computer program written by
someone else, and claiming to have written the program that generated the output.
For all forms of academic dishonesty, students who knowingly allow other students to use their work
are themselves considered to be academically dishonest. Examples would include students who
knowingly allow other students to copy their exam answers, and students who give papers that they
have written to other students so that the other students can submit them for credit.
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A faculty member is appointed by the Faculty Senate to act as an Academic Ethical Matters Facilitator.
This individual will offer advice to both students and faculty about the issues involved in penalizing
academic dishonesty, and the process of appealing such penalties.
Penalties assessed by faculty members for academic dishonesty generally consist of a reprimand, a
requirement to resubmit the work in a more acceptable form, a lowering of a grade, failure in the
course in which the alleged infraction took place, or a combination of these. Instead of (or in addition
to) assessing such penalties, a faculty member may refer the matter to the UMass Dartmouth Student
Judiciary. Decisions made by the Student Judiciary may be appealed to the University Appellate
Board. A form acknowledging that each student has read, understands, and will abide by these
standards will be signed by the student and placed into the student’s permanent file.

Last Updated On: 10/13/05

I have read and understood the UMass Dartmouth statement on academic ethical
standards.
Name: ______________________________________

SID: ___________________

Signature: ___________________________________

Date: ___________________
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