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7!1:3 practice of professionzl nursing
recruires skill in a variety of domains.
although much of nursing education
is focused on development of skills
in the practice domain, educators
profess o huve an equat commitment
o devedopment of swdents in the
scholarly role. Unfortunately. there
has been a wndency o narrowly de-
tine scholarship in terms of skill in
designing and  conducting  research
siudies. However, in u practice -oricned
profession such as nursing, equally im-
portant as knowledge generation is
skill in  effectively communicating
ideas and information, particularly as
they relute o the practce of nursing.

Nursing faculty members con-
stantly are locking for new svavs o
assist students in developing in the

- professiomal “role” “This aricdle de- 7

seribes how the faculty of a baccalau-
reate nursing program in the south
used the poster presentation as a
method for developing student skill
in effectively communicating infor-
mation about innovations in nursing
practice. The project was initially -
plemented during the 1994-1995 aca-
demic year.

The poster presentation has long
heen used us a method for presenting
ideas on research, education, and
practice.! One of the muajor advan-
tages of poster presentations over
other methods of information dis-
semination is the opponunity for net-
working.! The poster presentation
allows the stdent w0 receive feed-
back from a variety of sources, in-
cluding peers, fuculty members, and
uther professionals. It also provides
students the apportunity to teach and
leamn from each other. n addition, the
poster is 1 vehicle for fostering the de-
velopment of professional skills in
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communication of ideas and in plan-
ning presentations for audiences. The
poster presentation allows students
o gain skill in written, visval, and
verbal presentation, and in communi-
cating ideas rupidly and efficienty.”

Poster exhibits need not be lim-
ited to research or clinical projects.
The poster presentation can be used
effectively by students in differem
levels and in various types of pro-
grams o prescnt concepts and issues
of interest to nursing. For examiple,
posters can be used to present cuse
studies focusing on particular clinical
ISSUCs.

Development

The poster presentation was imple-
mented as one phase of 2 major sen-
ior project assignment focused on
innovations in practice. The project,
conceived as a method to support
creativity and the development of
skills in community program plan-
ning, was planned, implemented,
and evaluated in conjunction with re-
search and clinical nursing courses
throughout the senior year of the
baccalaureate pursing program. Siu-
dent performance on the project was
evaluated in two phases. First. stu-
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The Poster Presentation as an
Educational Tool

The authors describe their experiences in using the poster presentation
fo develop undergraduate nursing students in the scholarly role of
professional nursing practice. The posters were used as a means for
students to conununicalte their accornplisbments in implementation
and evaluation of an innavalive clinical sroject. Methods for
develofrment, exhibition, and evaluation of the poster project are

dents were evitluuted on the quality
of the writien proposal describing the
project and methods 10 be used. The
second phase involved evaluation of
student performance in implement
ing and evaluating the project.

The idea for a poster presenta-
tion emerged as Taculty members
considered how best to evaluate the
project during ihe second phase. As
students informally shared their cx-
citement about their projects in class-
room and clinical settings. faculty
members realized that the students
needed an opportuniry to share infor-
mation abouwt their projects and their
accomplishments with others. Faculty
members wanted t© develop an as-
signment for the implementation and
evaluation phase that would demon-
strate the scholarship inhereat in the stu-
dents’ projects and that would promcte
development of skill in communicaton
of their ideas and accomplishments, As
the faculty considered these issues, the
idea of the poster presentation was
born.

Facully members viewed the
posler presentalion as having a num-
ber of advantages over a written as-
sigrunent. First, students would gain
skill in communicating their ideas in
a concise and efficient manner while
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having the opportunity 1o learn 1o
use visual aids, Second, students
would become mare familiar with
computer technologies as they devei-
oped a visual presentation. Finally,
the poster presentaiion would allow
students o receive feedback about
their accomptishments from a variety
of sources, not just from the facully.
The faculty members viewed such
feedback as useful for emphasizing
to the students that their projects had
vialue beyond meeling the require-
ments of an academic exercise and
hopefully would instifl an enthusiasm
for creativily and scholarship in nurs-
ing practice. The students also would
be able to experience firsthand the
positive aspects of networking with
others with similar interests.

Faculty members developed guide-
lines and resources for implementing the
poster assignment and for evaluation of
the poster presentation. Each is de-
scribed in the following sections.

Guidelines for Developing
the Poster

Students were instructed to develop
a professional-quality poster that de-
scribed, in detail, the implemeniation
of their senior project. Critical ¢com-
ponents required in the poster were
identified through a review of rele-
vant luerature. .t~ Swudents were
given a wrinten description of the re-
quirements for the project, which in-
cluded: 1) title and name(s] of the
studeni(s) involved; 2) purpose of
the project; 3) population that weas
the focus of the project and how the
population was accessed; 4) setting
where the project was implemented;
5) methods used 1o implement the
project; and @) outcomes.

Resources for Development
of the Poster Display

The staff members of the media cen-
ter and facully developed a class-
room presentation on how to design
and construct a poster (Fig. 1). Stu-
dents were shown basic supplies
needed, such as poster boards, and
where these could be purchased. The
media staff also displayed posters (o
demonstrate how the students could
use colored paper and visual materi-
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— | Title of Project
Purpose Author or Group Method
—— | Setting Population —
Population Resulls

Materials

lrontside will become the hinge.

Cenwcr woction

10 mches 20 incher wide

"

BEFORE

10 wvcha 10 wnchey

The background can be made of several types of material, however it must be a freestanding, table wop
display. Limic your size 1@ 30"x40", You can purchase a threefold board made from kraf: paper or make your
own from loamcore board or matic board. Foamcore is the casicst. §t comes in whitc or colors.

If you buy a shest af foamcore. you will nced to split it to make it stand-up. Mcasurc out cqual distanges
from the ends and use 2 razor knifc or uiility knife 1o split the paper on the backside of the foamcare ONLY'!
Then bend the foaincore ar that point away from the cul, The foam center will pop and the paper on the

AFTER

Figure 1. Example of handout on poster construction.

als such as photographs and graphics
to enhance visual appeal. Students
were provided with information on
how to obtain written permission for
use of pictures and copyrighted ma-
terial. They also were instructed on
how they could use computer pro-
grams and various fonws to design and
print the written elements of the pro-
ject. The week before the posters were
1o be exhibited, both the media center
and computer laboratory staff were
available to assist students in designing
and printing their writen conlent and
in actual construction of the posier.

The Poster Exhibit

Posters were displayed during a regu-
larly scheduled class day. Facuity,
staff, and students of the school of
nursing were invited to view the
posters. Students were required to be
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available for a 2-hour period to an-
swer viewers' questions and share in-
formation about their poster project.

Posters were evatuated by teams
of three Faculty membrers cach. Each
faculty member independeantly re-
viewed and evalualed posters as-
signed to his/her team. Evaluations
were completed using a format based
on 10 critena developed by Bushy (Fig.
2)° The scores of the three reviewers
were averaged for a final score.

Quicomes

Several major oulcomes were evi-
dent. The posters facilitated students
in expression of their creativity. Stu-
dents added their own personal
touches through the use of color and
art work, photographs, and rape-re-
corded music and messages. The qual-
iry compared favorably with posters
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Identifying information
1. Swdenl Name(s)

2. Projecl Name:

3. Reviewer Name

Overail Appearance:;

1. The display allracls viewer's allention.
2. Script is easy fo read.

4. Color used lo enhance visual appeal.

Content:

6. The purpose of the project is clearly stated.
7. Populalion and setting are cleary described,

9. Display is free of unneccessary delail.

Presentation:
10. Siudent’s responses 10 viewers' queslions

Direclions for Rating Poster Presentation: Rale the poster presentation by indication ona scale of 1.5
{1=poor; 5=excellent) the exient lo which the posler preseniation meets each of the follawing criteria.

3. Crealive use of visual aids to enhance presenlation.

5. The content presented is clear and easy o understand.

8. Project methods are clearly and concisely described.

demonstrated knowledge of subject matter and project.

12345
12345
12345
12345

12345
12345
12345
12345
12345

12345

Total scare ‘

Figure 2. Criteria for evaluation of poster presentation. Modified from Bushy A7

that faculty members had observed
displayed at professional confer-
ences. Through completion of the
project, students learned that it is
mare difficult to communicate ideus
in the concise manner required by
posters than it is to wrile a puaper.
They learned how o identify the
muin points and present them in 2

T CEpyHElt © 1990 Aspen Publisliers, Inc.. and used with permission.

manner that is easily and quickly un-
derstood. A mujor advantage of the
project was that it allowed students
to receive recogaition for their efforts
from a variety of sources beyond the
clussroom. Students were provided
opportunities w display their posters
at local nursing research and commu-
nity  health conferences, and at a

NURSE EDUCATOR Volume 21, Number 4 July/August 1996

B & VB e L

graduation reception. These oppartu-
nities allowed the laculty members
and students o demonstrate the
scholarship of undergraduate nursing
students, as well as the creativity in-
herent in nursing praciice.

Summary

The poster presentation wis found o
be a useful tool for assisting studenis
develop in the professional role. The
project provided students the op-
portunity to gain skill in effectively
communicating practice relevant in-
formation to other professionals and
to experience firsthand the benefits
of networking. The project aiso pro-
vided an opporunity to demanstrate
the capabilities for scholarship inher-
ent in both aursing practice and ua-
dergraduate education.
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