
7;1c pr:lctice of profess~onal nursing 
requires k i l l  in a vzriery o f  dnm:~ins. 
Alrhougli m i ~ h  of nursing cduc~t ion 
is locused on ilc\,clopmenr of skills 
ili the i c e  clomain, educarors 
profess to Il;l\c an e q w l  cc->mmilmcnt 
to devcloprncnt of  su~rletlrr i r i  the 
sc11ol;trly role. Unlortunsrcly. thcrc 
h:ts been a tc.ridc.ncy to narrom:ly de- 
linr scliolnrship in rerrns of skill in 
deigning ;and conducri~ig reienrcl~ 
i uc l i c .  llowever, in 3 p ~ a c r i ~ ~ - o r i c ~ i ~ c d  
profession surli xs nursing, ?qtl;~lly !ni- 
ponm1 ;IS knowledge gcnernrion is 
skill in effeecrivcly comrnunicarin:: 
i d e ~ s  and ic i foio~~rion. p.~nliul:trly ac 
rlley rcl:ttr to i l l? pr .~Ct i r~  of  nursing. 

Nursinp Elcult)- rnember~ con. 
sr:!mly arc looking for nc\ \  w;~ys LO 

tssisr suldcnts in  drveloping in  rhc 
. ~~ prdessiomtl r o i c  This- :liricle de- 

scrilws l i ~ n v  rhe hculr? of a b:tccal:tu- 
rY31C. n ~ i r s i n ~  program in the sourli 
u w d  rhr poster prrsenracion 2.5 a 
mctliad for dvvelopinp srudenr skill 
ill rffectively co1nrnunic:lting infor- 
marion 3120111 inno\.;lrion.; in nur ing  
p r~c t i re .  Tlie projecl \ u s  initially iin- 
plemenrcd during [lie 199CL995 ac:b- 
dcmic y c ~ r .  

Thc posler presenralion llas long 
hc rn  t i e d  :IS 2 rnerliod for presenting 
IJC.~S l n r )  rcse:,rch, educarion, ant1 
lprarlicc.' Onr  o f  rhe nl:ajor :~drnn- 
t:lgz.s o i  posrer presenrarions over 
other n ~ e i l ~ o d s  of inforrnarlon dis- 
seminarion ts tlie opponuniry. for net- 
working.' The posrer presenmtion 
allo\vs the stuclent ro receive feed- 
Ihck from a varier? o l  sources, in- 
cluding peers, f.!culry rncmben, and 
vrller professionals. I r  also provides 
sludenrs tlie oppontrnir), to reach and 
Ic3m from edclr other. In iddir io l~,  the 
posrer is a vehicle for fostering rhe de- 
vvlop~nent of  professiunal skills i n  
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7 7 ~  n ~ r l i ~ o r s  describe tl>eir- espcriences i n  rrsblg N>r poslrrpwse?rlnriorI 
l o  rieuclop undergrndrrnle rzrrrsi,ly sntdatrls irr the scl>olnr!>~ role c,/ 
pro/essio?rnl ntrrsitlg p r f l r l i re .  77>rpostrr.r rr,elr used nr o ,ncrr,rs/o,r 
stttdenls lo  conrmorlicnte tbcir n r co~~~p l i sbmc r r l  in in?plcmollfltion 
orrrl erralrraiiorr o j n n  i rn~or.nI i l~e clinic-olprojcd, Aletbodsis/or 
dcvclop,,~etil, rxhibirio,~, ntlrl a~~t l l rnl io,? o/tbrpo.~lerproject or', 
described. 

con~munic;ttion of idc:ts and in pl;ln- 
ning presentarions for aucliencrs. The 
poster presenrarion allows srudc.nrs 
l o  gain skill in nsrirren, visu:tl, anrl 
verl~nl prrsenrarion, 2nd in conimuni- 
c:~tinp idcas r ~ p i d l v  and e f f i~ ien r l~ . '  

I'osrcr exhibits need nor be liln- 
ited to rrsearcli or clinical projects. 
The posrer prrsenration can be uscd 
rffccti\.cly by studenrs in differcrir 
levels 2nd in various rypcs of pro- 
gr;tmp ro prescnr conceprs anrl issues 
o f  inrererr ro nursing. For ex:lmple, 
posers c;tn be used ro presenr case 
srudirs focusing on  parricular clinical 
issues. 

The posrer prescnrarion was impl r -  
menred 3s onc phase of 3 major sen- 
ior projecr assignment focused on  
innovarions i n  practice. The projecr. 
conceived as 3 method to support 
crearivily and tlie drvelop~nenr o f  

denrs =ere ev;~lu;ared on [he qtl;ility 
of  rhc a.1-itren propos:il describing rhe 
projccr and rnerliods lo  bc used. The 
second phase invol\-ed evnluarion of 
studrnr periortnance in implement. 
ins anrl evaluaring thc project. 

Tlic idea for a poster presenra- 
(ion emerged as f;~culr!, memhrrs 
considered l i o n  besr lo evnluare rhe 
projccl during rhc second phase. A.< 
students informally s l ixed their cx- 
cirenienl abour rheir projecrs i t 1  class- 
room and clinical serrings. f:iculry 
members realized tliar rhe srudents 
needed i n  npponunir). to share infor- 
marion al,our [heir projecrs and rheir 
acromplishnlenr.cnplislie. tvirh orliers. Faculty 
members ,,,\.anted ro develop an ac- 
sign~nenr for [ l ie iniplenleot?rion and 
evaluation ph;ue rhar mould demon- 
svatc. r]le schobrship inlrercnl "1 rhr snb- 
dews' projem arid hat woultl pr0111m11 
developmenr of skill in romrnunindon 
of their id= and accomplish~nenrs. & 
the faculty considered rllese issues, rhc 

skills i n  comniuniiy program plan- idea of the poster presenration was 
Linda Moncy'lam' DNS' RN, ning, was planned, implemenred, l~o rn .  
I'roiessor. 

and evaluated in  conjuncrion wir l i  re- Faculty members viewed the Darh Ura. MA, RN. Assbrant Professor, 
Ellwwd, A8J, Media Coordionror, search and clinical nursing courses posrer presenrarion i t :  having a num- 

B=&- B ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  w, ~ ~ ~ ~ d i ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  of thcoughout [he senior year OF rhe ber o f  advantages over a xb.rirrrn as- 

Learning Resource Cenrer, N ~ ~ I  ~~d~~~~ baccalaureate nursing program. Sru- signmenr. First, studenu a*ould gain 
W d r u l l  School of Nursing, E~~~ uni. dent performance on [he projecr was skill i n  comrnunicaring [heir idcas in  
versicy. .Arlnnr=. Georgia. evaluated in  [NO phases. First. sru- a concise :~nd efficient manner a~li i le 
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i iaving rhe oppor t r~n i ty  to learn to  
usc visual aids. Second, studenrs 
~ v o u l d  become more familiar with 
cornpurer technologies as they devel- 
oped a visual presentarion. Finally, 
the poster presentation would allow 
students to rccr ive feedback abour 
l l ~e i r  accon~plishments from a varier). 
o f  sources, not jusr from the faculty. 
The faculty members viewed such 
feedback as  useful for emphasizing 
to the su~dents that rheir projects had 
value beyonil meeting the require- 
ments o f  an academic exercise and 
hopefully would ins t i l l  an entliusiasrn 
for crealivily and scholarship in nurs- 
ing practice. The srudents also n:ould 
be able ro experirnce firsthand t l ~ e  
positive aspecrs o f  networking wit11 
otl1ers n i t l l  sirllililr intrrrslb. 

Faculry mernkrs developd guide- 
lines and resources for irnplen~eming the 
poster nssignment and for ev:llunrion of 
the poster presenr:~tion. Each is de- 
scribed in  the fol lowing srctions 

- ~ - - ~  ~ 
-~~ ~~. . ~ 

Guidelines for Developing 
the Poster 

Students were insrnlcred to  develop 
a professional-qualiry posrer that de- 
scribed, in derail, [he implrrnentarion 
o f  tlleir senior projrcr. Crirical com- 
punents rrquired in  th r  posrer nrrre 
identified rhrough a review o f  rr le- 
v;lnt Itrerarurel- Students were 
given a wrirren description of r l ~ e  rc- 
quirernenrs for the projrcr, n-hich in- 
cluded: 1) title and narnds) o f  rhe 
srudenr(s1 involved: 2 )  purpose o f  
the projecr; 3)  popularion char was 
the focus o f  the project and how the 
pvpulation was accessed, 4 )  setting 
whrrc the project was implemenred: 
5 )  ~nerhoda used ro implement the 
projccr; and 6 )  outcorncs. 

Resources for Development 
of the Poster Display 

The sraff members of  the media cen- 
ter and faculty developed a class- 
room presenrarion o n  how to design 
and consrruct a posrer (Fig. 1). Stu- 
denrs were shown basic supplies 
needed, such as posrer boards. and 
where these could be  purchased. The 
media scaff also displayrd posrers ro 
demonstrate hour the srudenrr could 
use colored paper and visual materi- 

/ \ 

Title of Project 
Avlhor or Gloup 

Mater ials 
Thc bukgmundcul bcmadc of scrcrat iypcr or ma~ct is l .  howcucr i< murcbc r hcr>landing. ~abls cap 

dtrplxy. Limit your rirc lo 30-r40". You cm pvrcharc 2 thrccrold baud mrdc rrom hat paper or m3kc your 
own from rormcorc b o d  or MUC baud. ~oamcorc i s  ihc c ~ r i ~ r t .  11 comcr in w h i ~  orcolorr. 

r f P u  buy. r h e ~  r0amcorc. pu -.cd lo it lo i t  h ~ c a > ~ r c  out C ~ U J I  dirunccl 
rmm ihc ~ n d r  and t knircor ~ t i ~ i , ~  knirc to ihc paFron hc hckr idc or ihc ro=mcorc O~LY!  
n c n  k n d  ihc Coalncorr at that poin, a w q  rrom thc cul. Thc roam ccntcr will pop 2nd rhc paper on ihc 
rmn~ridc wi l l  k c o m  hc hinge. 

BEFORE : AFTER 

>o+. <a&, 

Figurc I. Lxarnplc of  handour on posrer construction. 

als such as photographs and graphics 
lo enhancc visual appeal. Studenrs 
were provided with information on  
how to obtain written permission for 
use of picrures and copyrighred ma- 
rerial. They also were insrructed o n  
how they could use computer pro- 
gnms and various fonw to design and 
prlnt the w inen  elemrnrs of the pro- 
ject. The week before the posrers were 
to be exhibited, both h e  media center 
and computer laborarory staff were 
available to assisr studenrr i n  designing 
and printing their wrinen conrenr and 
in actual constmction of [he posrer. 

The Poster Exhibit 

Posters were displayed during a regu- 
larly scheduled class day. Faculty, 
sraff, and srudents o f  the school o f  
nursing were invited to  view the 
posters. Students were required ro be 

available for a 2-hour period ro an- 
swer viewers' quesrlons and share in- 
forrnarion about their posrer project. 

Posters wrre evalilated by teams 
o f  r l irer faculty rncml,crs each. Each 
faculty member independently re- 
viewed and evaluared posrers as- 
signed 10 his/hcr l rznl .  Evaluations 
were completed using a fonnat based 
on  10 criten'a developed b y  Bushy (Fig. 
21.' The scores of  rhe three revienrers 
were averaged for a final score. 

Several major ourcomes werc evi- 
dent The posrers facilitated srudents 
in expression o f  their creativiry. SN- 
dents added their o w n  personal 
[ouches through rhe use o f  color and 
a n  work, photographs, and rapere- 
corded music and messages. The qua!- 
iry compared favonbly with posters 
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Idcnliving intormalion 
I .  Slvdenl Name($ 

2. Projecl Name: 

3. Reviewer Name 

Direclions tor Rating Poster Presentation: Rale !he pone, prereolalion by indimlion on a Scale ol  1.5 
( l ~ p m r :  5=excellenl) !he exlenl lo which lhe poster presenlalion meel. each ot [he lollowing c"letia. 

Overall Appearance: 
I. The display allracls viewer's allenlion. 
2. Scrip1 is easy la read. 
3. Crealire use ol visuai aids lo enhance presenlalion 
4. Color used 10 enhance visual appeal. 

Conlenl: 
5. The conlenl oresented is clear and ear" lo undersland ~ ~ ~. 
6. The purpose ol !he project is clearly stated. 
7 P ~ o ~ l a l i o n  and sellion arc clearlv described. -~ ~ , ~ . . ~ - ~  
8. PlOjecl methods are clearly and concisely described. 
9 Display is tree al unneccersary delail. 

Presentation: 
ID. Sludent's responses la viewerr' querlions 

demonstrated knowledge 01 subjecl rnaller and project. 

Tolal scare 

graclu:ir ion recrp l io r i .  1-hcse o p l w r t u -  

n i t i e s  al lon,cd rhc i3cu l r y  r n c ~ n b e r s  

a n d  s tuden ts  t o  detnonst l -arc t h e  

s c h o l a r s h i p  of unde rg radua te  n u r s i n g  

s tudents ,  as w e l l  as  t h e  c rea t i v i t y  i n -  

h e r e n t  in nu rs ing  p m c i i c e .  

Summary 

T h e  p o s t e r  p resen ta t i o l i  u:ns f o u n d  r o  

b e  a t ~ s e f u l  t o o l  f o r  assist ing s t i ~ d e n u  

d e v e l o p  in the  pro less iona l  r o l e .  T h e  

p r o j e c t  p ro r , i ded  s r u d e ~ i t s  t h e  o p -  

p o r t u n i r y  t o  g a i n  s k i l l  iii e f f e c t i v e l y  

c o n ~ n i ~ l n i c a t i n g  p r a c t i c e  r e l e m n r  in- 
f o r m a r i o n  t o  o t h e r  p ro f css ion :~ l s  a n d  

t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f i rs r l innd t h e  h e t i e f i r  

of n e r w o r k i ~ i g .  T l i e  pro jec t  a l s o  p r o -  

v i d r d  an oppor tun i t )  t o  den ions t ra t c  

t h e  cap3l) i l i r ies for s c h o l ; ~ r S h ~ p  i i i l l r r -  

e n 1  in b o r h  nu rs ing  pr;lctice a n d  ~ t i i -  

d e r g r a d u a t e  educar ion .  

Refe,rnco.~ 
1. klcCnnn CA. Sr:mnuc HS. Iludv SI. 'The 

I 1 
. . 

poslcr exhibil. p l a n n i n ~ .  dcvebpnicnl .  

Figurc 2. Cr i ler ia fo r  cvaluar ion of posrer p r r s e n r ~ l i o n  Mod i l i cd  f r om Bushv A ' 2nd  prcscnl .~r ion 0 I 1994; 
eopTc gTtm, PpoX . .. -~ -- -. ~.~~ lmr,,p 9, ~~~ ~ 

s pcn  Publishcrs. Inc. ,  andused w i r l i  permission. 
2. Duchin 5. Sllrnvoo<l, G. I'osrrrs 2s :nn 

tlt;tt f a c u l t y  m e m l x r s  h a d  o b s e r v e d  

d i s p l a y e ~ l  at p r o f e s s i o n a l  confc-r- 

ences .  T h r o u g h  c o m p l e t i o n  of t h e  

p ro jec t ,  s tuden ts  l e a r n e d  [ l iar  i r  i s  

mnrr d i f f i cu l t  ro communicate i d e x  

in tl ic. c o n c i x e  m a n n e r  r e q u i r e d  b y  

p o s t e r s  r h a n  i t  is t o  w r i t e  3 p a p e r .  

T h e y  l e a r n e d  l i o n  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h c  

m:lin p o i n t s  a n d  p r e s e n t  t h e m  in 3 

m a n n c r  r11at is e:rsily a n d  q u i c k l y  u n -  

de rs tond .  A m a j o r  advan rage  of t l ~ e  

pro iecr  w x s  11121 i t  a l l o w e d  s r u d r n u  

ro rece i ve  r e c o g n i r i o n  lor the i r  e f f o n s  

f r o m  a t . l r i e t y  of sources b e y o n d  r h e  

clan.srooni. S t u d e n l s  arere  p ro \ , i ded  

o p p o r r t ~ n i t i e s  r o  d i s p l a y  t he i r  p o s t e r s  

a t  l oca l  n u r s i n g  research a n d  c o m r n u -  

ni t )  l i ea l r l i  con fe r rnces ,  a n d  at a 

edus~1ion:tl jrr2le.y. j Co,zli,,c,irr,q 
EA,c rVc,m. I W ;  Z l (  j):ZOj-208 

3. Morterr EA. Jones BL. Tlw p o a r r  srs- 
sion: an ovcrluokcd rnmngctnem tool. 
j1Vun-.4d1n. 19%; IS(7/8):?%33. 

4. Ryan NM. Dcr-eloping and prcscnlinp 
a resmrch posicr. ilppl A'rro R<,s 1989: 
2: jL-55. 

j. Bushy A. A roo! ro s ~ s ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i c ~ ~ l l y  
ev;llu:tic Q.4 posrrr displays. .I ,Vuun 
QrmlAssrrr. 1990: 4(I):8?-6i. 

NURSE EDUCATOR V o l u m e  21, N u m b e r  4 lu ly /August  1996 


