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WHAT WE ARE 
GOING TO COVER

•Why OER? The Benefits

•OER Taste Test Activity

•Resources to get started with finding 

OER for your class



WHAT IS OER

OER Commons

• "Open Educational Resources are teaching and 
learning materials that you may freely use and 
reuse, without charge. OER usually have a 
Creative Commons that states specifically how 
the material may be used, reused, adapted, and 
shared."

http://www.oercommons.org/about#about-open-educational-resources


CREATIVE 
COMMONS 
LICENSES



THE 5 RS OF CREATIVE COMMONS LICENSES



BENEFITS OF OER TO STUDENTS

• Affordability

• The cost of textbooks has risen 1000% since 1977 (NBC's review of Bureau of Labor Statistics 
(BLS) data)

• Accessibility

• Day one access, equity of access for all students

• Diversity/Inclusion

• Removes textbook bias, potential to use open pedagogy and involve students in the process of 
creating OER. Diversity refers to having a range of people across gender identities, racial 
backgrounds, geographic locations, socioeconomic backgrounds, ages, ability, sexual orientation, 
and other characteristics represented and participating in a space, event, or community.

• Immersive Experience

• In the case of open pedagogy, students participate in growing the teaching materials

https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/freshman-year/college-textbook-prices-have-risen-812-percent-1978-n399926


*A 2016 study from the Florida Virtual Campus documented the specific harms done to grades and pass rates in a 

particular course, as well as to students' path to graduation based on dropping courses or taking fewer courses. 

Florida Virtual Campus completed the study again in 2018, and the following table shows the percentage of students 

and the actions they reported due to high textbook costs in the 2016 and 2018 surveys.

Negative Student Outcomes Due to Textbook Cost



BENEFITS OF OER TO FACULTY

• Materials can be tailored 

• The ideal textbook does not exist 

• Opportunities for publishing

• Through creation of teaching elements that will be published or writing about the OER 

experience

• Opportunities for sharing with colleagues

• Creating material to be reused, remixed, shared by others. Building your network.

• More engaged students

• “All on the same page”



BENEFITS OF OER TO THE UNIVERSITY

• Student retention

• Overall retention rates in OER sections are significantly higher when compared to non-OER sections taught in the same semester. 
(Zao, Satyanarayana, and Cooney 2020) In this paper we focus on OER adoption in the college’s engineering departments (New York 
City College)

• Student indicators and success

• When considering Federal Pell eligibility, we observed an increase in A through B+ letter grades and a decrease in B though DFW 
grades. A significant decrease in DFW rates for Pell-eligible students was found (a 4.43 percent change) when OER was adopted as the 
textbook for the class. This research [also] revealed significant differences in academic performance (average final grade) for both 
White and non-White students enrolled in OER courses. However, the magnitude in which non-White students’ grades improved is 
very compelling (Colvard, Watson, & Park, 2018, p. 272.)The Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) at the University of Georgia 
(UGA)

• Diversity

• Marked improvement for BIPOC students

• Equity and Affordability

• New strategic plan aligns heavily with cost-savings due to lower enrollment and retention

• Social Justice

• Keeping up with peer institutions



UMass Amherst Libraries 

created the Open Education 

Initiative (OEI) in 2011. The 

OEI gives small grants to 

instructors who wish to flip 

their classes from expensive 

textbooks to open 

educational resources. Since 

2011, the OEI has generated a 

total savings of over $2.5 

million for UMass Amherst 

students.



EXAMPLES OF OER ALREADY IN USE AT UMASSD

Associate Prof. Jeremiah Ho, 

UMass Law





LEGISLATION

• 28 States have enacted 

OER policies including law, 

regulation, 

appropriation/funding 

allocation

• 10 states have policies 

being considered in the 

current session

Source: https://sparcopen.org/our-work/state-policy-tracking/



OER TASTE TEST



No. 1 No. 2



SEARCHING FOR OER

• Openstax

• Libretexts

• Openly Available Sources Integrated Search (OASIS)

• Merlot II

• Open Textbook Library

• Open Education Network

• Milne Open Textbooks

• BCCampus

• MIT Open Courseware

There are two main sources for OER:

Producers, which both create and distribute content.

Repositories and referatories, which improve 

discoverability of OER by bringing them together into one 

search platform.



PUBLISHING PLATFORMS

• Pressbooks
• Authors can write directly in Pressbooks (Links to an external site.) or import the manuscript into it later. It's built on WordPress, so anyone familiar with using WordPress and a WYSIWYG 

may be comfortable using this tool. In addition to a making an online book, you're simultaneously creating your book in a variety of file formats, including EPUB, PDF, HTMLBook, and XML 
formats.

• Editoria
• Editoria (Links to an external site.) is an open source, web-based editing and production workflow tool that makes format-flexible documents. It includes project management capabilities, 

including the option to establish deadlines, assign reviewing tasks, manage communication, and set permission levels. Authors can review and respond to edits directly in the online system.

• LaTeX
• For authors who are writing textbooks that include formulas, LaTeX is sometimes preferred to Pressbooks. (However, you can now use LaTeX within Pressbooks (Links to an external site.).) 

LaTeX is a typesetting system designed for making technical and scientific documents, and is available as free software (Links to an external site.). LaTeX is pronounced LAH-tekh or LAY-tekh.

• Google Docs & Microsoft Word
• Arguably the two most popular authoring tools for writing textbooks are Google Docs and MS Word.

• Google Docs is free and online. It allows for multiple authors and editing, which can work well for groups writing together. Collaborators can @ each other with comments, make suggestions, 
and track revisions. You can also upload existing files to Google Docs, and export to both PDF and EPUB.

• Microsoft Word is a tool available for purchase and installation on a personal computer. Most people have access to it through their institution. Users have to deliver the file to others in 
order for them to access it, usually via email or online file sharing. It's possible to track changes and to ask others to leave comments and suggestions. You can save a Word file as a PDF.

• OERPUB Textbook Editor
• The Textbook Editor tool (Links to an external site.) enables authors to create OER artifacts from scratch and arrange them into textbooks. The Editor tool (Links to an external site.) works 

only in Chrome for now and requires a GitHub login.

https://pressbooks.education/about/
https://editoria.pub/
https://guide.pressbooks.com/chapter/equations-and-formulas/
https://www.latex-project.org/lppl/
https://oerpub.org/tools/
http://editor.oerpub.org/


LET’S EXPLORE SOME RESOURCES!



Textbooks in the Open Textbook Library are considered open because they 

are free to use and distribute, and are licensed to be freely adapted or 

changed with proper attribution.



ASSESS WHAT YOU ARE ALREADY DOING

• Library Articles?

• Scanned Chapters?

• Traditional Textbook?

• Videos/Multimedia?

• Workbook?

• Problem sets?

• Determine the cost of your class for students. Calculate the percentage of your 
course materials that is OER.  What changes could you make to lower the cost 
or increase the percentage of OER materials?

Calculate Savings

$117 textbook x 60 students = $7020 

saved when replacing the textbook with a 

free resource





Questions?


