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UNIVERSITY STUDIES




Master Syllabus

Course: FOU 101, Visual Arts Colloquium 

Cluster Requirement: IE, Foundation for Learning through Engagement
This University Studies Master Syllabus serves as a guide and standard for all instructors teaching an approved in the University Studies program.  Individual instructors have full academic freedom in teaching their courses, but as a condition of course approval, agree to focus on the outcomes listed below, to cover the identified material, to use these or comparable assignments as part of the course work, and to make available the agreed-upon artifacts for assessment of learning outcomes.

Course Overview:

Visual Arts Colloquium I is the lecture course that supports and compliments the studio classes of the Foundations program. Its material includes lectures and readings on the nature of the visual arts and their study; it includes a series of presentations from faculty of all the visual arts programs of the college; as well as offering the preparation necessary for the students’ eventual declaration of studio majors, it includes fundamental guidance for the their assimilation into the university community. FOU 101 meets for one 75-minute session each week of the fall semester. It is worth 1 credit. 
Learning Outcomes:

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes:
 (i) Students will know how the visual arts are practiced in the CVPA’s nine BFA tracks, their processes and their products; (ii) students will know how the visual arts are studied within the CVPA’s visual art departments, the curricula and the standards of development; (iii) students will have an awareness of the relationship between studies in the arts and the breadth of a university education; and (iv) students will have an understanding of the position of the visual arts within a broader cultural and societal context. 
University Studies Learning Outcomes (for Cluster 1E):
Students will understand (above, iii and iv) the relationship between studies in the visual arts and the breadth of education, and of the situation of the arts within a larger scope of reference. More exactly, that the students have knowledge of the ways in which artists and designers affect and are affected by the concerns of a shared world: culturally, economically, politically – artistically – and otherwise. Two readings that address these topics, and the two artifacts specified to confirm the students’ exposure to them, are included as attachments to the submission of this FOU 101 master syllabus.
Examples of Texts and/or Assigned Readings:

Attached are two readings: (1) “On Education, Generally”; and (2) “On the Artist and Society.” Both are intended to be directly relevant to the Cluster 1E outcomes. Three other essays are provided to the students: “On Progress,” “On Regress,” and “On Competition.”

Example Assignments:
Attached: (3 and 4) the response forms for “Education, Generally” and for “The Artist & Society.” These have been designed to serve as the University Studies Cluster 1E artifacts. Attached also (5) is the grading form for “Education, Generally” (the grading form for “The Artist & Society” is identical in its essence), and (6) an example of a quote sheet (there are five of these, each theme set to the subject of the next session’s lecture).
Sample Course Outline:

Attached: (7) the Visual Arts Colloquium I syllabus for Fall 2012; and (8) a day-by-day plan for the semester; this includes details of the lectures’ contents. These documents should acceptably serve as sample course outlines. It should be observed that FOU 101 is a course meant to provide a unitary experience for visual arts freshmen. There is but a single main section each year; by the college’s intention, the course is always led by the Studio Art Foundations director.  
