The Hebrew Bible and Its Influence 
REL 300-01 (10783)
Prof. Jacqueline Satlow

Time: T, Th 2:00-3:15 pm


Place: Liberal Arts 206
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth
Fall Semester 2011
Contact information: Office Phone: 508-910-6551

jsatlow@umassd.edu
Office: Liberal Arts building (group 1) room 399B. 

Office Hours: Tues. 1-2 pm; Thurs. 3:15-4:15 pm.  Other days and times are available by appointment.

Course Overview: 
The Hebrew Bible is, among other things, an extended discussion about the human condition. It has had a tremendous influence upon our culture. In this class, we will explore the Hebrew Bible and examine its influence through many separate lenses. We will look at the text in its Ancient Near Eastern context as well as traditional Jewish and Christian interpretations of the text. We will also examine the interpretations of the archeologist, the historian, the artist and others. We will explore the ways in which diverse interpretations influence our culture and the world differently.  We will consider the role the Hebrew Bible may or may not have had in forming our own perspectives and beliefs and how differing perspectives of the Hebrew Bible come together to influence the complex social world in which we live. We will consider these processes within the context of personal experience and as a member of both the US society and the global community.
Learning Outcomes:

Course-Specific Learning Outcomes: 
The first aim of this course is to acquaint readers with the contents of the Hebrew Bible itself. By the end of this course, students will have been introduced to the significant people and major events of the Hebrew Bible, from the story of Adam and Eve to the Exodus from Egypt through the rise of the United Monarchy, the Babylonian Exile and Israel’s return to its homeland. Major passages in the Hebrew Bible will be examined. 

In going through the Bible, however, this course will focus not only on what the text says, but on the larger question of what a modern reader is to make of it. This will mean examining several quite different ways of understanding the Bible. (Paraphrased from Harvard University’s Dr James L. Kugel, How to Read the Bible, A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now.) 
After completing this course students will be able to:

Describe significant events occurring in the Hebrew Bible.

Describe and summarize the Documentary Hypothesis.

Supply evidence of ways in which the Hebrew Bible is an ancient Near-Eastern document.

Understand that the Hebrew Bible is a diverse document which can be read in ways which contradict each other. 

Differentiate ways in which an historian, an artist and a theologian might read a biblical text.

Describe several ways in which the Hebrew Bible has influenced contemporary American culture. 

This class fulfills University Studies  Cluster 4 –The Social World: Humanity and Society
Cluster 4 focuses on the individual in relation to the world and to others. Students are challenged to consider how their perspectives and beliefs are formed and how differing perspectives come together to create the complex social world in which we live. Our curriculum considers these processes within the context of personal experience and as a member of both US society and the global community.

Within Cluster 4, this course fulfills section A.

A. Human Questions and Contexts
After completing this course, students will be able to:

1. Explain different perspectives on: a) what it means to be human and how the significance of human existence has been understood; b) the nature of human relationships and how these relationships are evidenced in regard to the broader world; or c) how knowledge is obtained, maintained and changed, as well as how individuals come to understand and think about the world around them.

2. Recognize ethical issues in complex contexts and evaluate the ethical positions taken by themselves and others.

3. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.

4. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on human questions and contexts.
Sample Texts:

 The Hebrew Bible in English Translation 
You can choose which of the modern translations to bring to class. In the book store I have ordered The Jewish Study Bible, (New York: Oxford University Press, 2004) Its translation, articles (some of which are required reading for this class) and notes are most highly recommended.
Anderson, Bernard W. with Steven Bishop and Judith H. Newman, Understanding the Old Testament, Fifth Edition. (Pearson Prentice Hall, 2007)

Bowley, James E. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible: A Guided Tour of Israel's Sacred Library. (Pearson, Prentice Hall, 2008)
Brettler, Marc Zvi, The Creation of History in Ancient Israel. (Routledge, 1995)
Curzon, David (ed) Modern Poems on the Bible; An Anthology. (The Jewish Publication Society, 1994)

 Friedman, Richard Elliott, Who Wrote the Bible? (New York: Harper and Row, 1987) 

Gilbert, Martin; The Routledge Atlas of Jewish History, Eighth Edition. (Routledge, 1995)

Hauer, Christian E. and Young, William A. An Introduction to the Bible, A Journey into Three Worlds, Seventh Edition. (Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008)

Kugel, James L. The Bible as it Was. (The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1997)

Kugel, James L, How to Read the Bible; A Guide to Scripture, Then and Now. (Free Press, a Division of Simon and Schuster, Inc, 2007)

Levinson, Jon; Sinai and Zion, An Entry into the Jewish Bible. (Harper Collins, 1985)
Shepherd, David (ed) Images of the Word; Hollywood's Bible and Beyon. (Society of Biblical Literature, 2008)
Tullock, John H. revised by Mark McEntire, The Old Testament Story, Ninth Edition. (Prentice Hall, 2012) 

Ward, James M. Thus Says the Lord: The Message of the Prophets.(Abington Press, 1991)
Grading and Procedure:

Paper #1 (Due Tues. Sept. 27) 




30 % of course grade

5 Journal Entries and Respectful Participation. 


35 % of course grade

Journal due dates: 
Final Paper (Due Thurs. Dec. 15)




35 % of course grade

The journal entries will not be accepted late.

The two papers will be downgraded if they are late.

Paper #1, Instructions:  Please summarize the major points in Friedman’s, Who Wrote the Bible? Were you surprised? Were you convinced? Please be sure to answer the question, “Who wrote the Bible?” Please keep in mind that you need to know the general outline of Israelite and Judean history, but not specific names and dates unless I stress them in class.  This paper should be approximately 4-6 pages. It is due on September 27. This assignment maps onto University Studies, cluster 4, section A, learning outcomes 1c, 3, 4.
Journal Instructions: A journal entry of 2-4 pages is due every other week, not including the weeks the other 2 papers are due. The journal will be graded with a check, check plus, check minus, or zero. I cannot accept the journal entries late, but will drop the lowest grade. The first one is due on October 6. The other dates (also listed below) are Oct 25, Nov 10, Nov 22 and Dec 6. You should answer the following questions:

1) Choose a passage that was particularly striking to you. Please include the quotation and the chapter and verse.  Why did you choose this passage?

2) How does this detail (or this reading in general) broaden your understanding of the Hebrew Bible and its influence in US or global society?

3) How does this reading inform your response to the Hebrew Bible? 

4) Does this reading raise any ethical issues for you? Do you think it raised ethical issues for the ancient Near-Eastern reader?

These journaling assignments map onto University Studies, Cluster 4, Group A, learning outcomes 1a, 1b, 2, 3, 4.

Paper #2 is due on the last day of class, Thurs. December 15. You may choose from among the following paper topics. The paper should be 5-7 pages.  Please be sure to quote accurately from the Bible and to include chapters and verses. Please carefully footnote all outside sources.  Make sure your paper has a thesis statement and that you support your thesis well and with detail. Good Luck! Please let me know if you have any questions. If you prefer to write on a topic not included here, I strongly recommend that you check it with me first.

1) Articulate with clarity an ethical issue that you have encountered in the Hebrew Bible and analyze what it has taught you about ethics and yourself. Maps onto University Studies, cluster 4, section A, learning outcomes 1a, 1b, 1c, 2, 3, 4.

2) Reflect on the relationship between the Hebrew Bible, religion, and ethics in today's world, making sure to draw on your own life as a guide. Maps onto University Studies, cluster 4, section A, learning outcomes 1a, 1b, 1c, 2, 3, 4.

3) In the Hebrew Bible, sacrifice was the usual way that people worshiped God. Look at the following examples of sacrifice in the Book of Genesis and then answer the questions: Cain and Abel Gen 4:3-4, Noah Gen 22:1-19, Abraham Gen 12:8; 13:4; 15:1-21;22:1-19; Isaac Gen 26:23-25; Jacob Gen 31:54; 33:20; 35:7; 46:1

Who offered the sacrifice? Why was it offered (What is the stated reason, what reason can you derive from the context)? What did the sacrifice consist of (any special characteristics)? How would you fit the sacrifice into the Levitical scheme (Lev 1-8) (i.e. is it a guilt offering, a sin offering etc.). Maps onto University Studies, cluster 4, section A, learning outcomes 1a, 1b, 1c, 3, 4
5) The Bible has significantly influenced discourse about race relations in the US and served as a focal point in debates between pro-slavery proponents and abolitionists in the middle of the 19th century. Read the following texts: Gen 9:25-27, Ex 20:17, 21:1-27, Lev 19:20-22, 25:44-53; Deut 15:12-18; 21:10-14; 23:15-16; 24:7

Which side - abolitionists or pro-slavery- would seem to have the easier argument to make? Choose a side and argue it using texts. Maps onto University Studies, Cluster 4, Section A, learning outcomes 1a, 1b, 1c, 2, 3, 4.
Course Outline:
September 8

First Class. Introductions, Review Syllabus, What’s in a name? (Old Testament, Hebrew Bible, Tanach), Genesis 1:1-11, Pre-course survey

HW: Begin reading the Friedman book and working on Paper #1. It is due Sept. 27.
Sept. 13, 15


In Class: Creation. 

Reading = Making Sense of a Text. How do we read the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament? Historical, Archeological, Artistic, Religious

HW: Continue reading the Friedman book.

Sept. 20, 22

How do we read? (continued) How did the event of the Bible look different from the inside and the outside? Creation in art.


HW Finish the Friedman book. Write the paper.

Sept. 27, 29

Genesis continued: Noah and the flood. 

HW: Paper #1 is due on Tues. Sept. 27.
No Class September 29. Rosh Hashannah.

Oct 4, 6

Genesis continued: The Tower of Babylon. 

HW: Read Genesis, chapters 1-15. Journal #1 is due on Oct. 6. Look above for journal instructions. 
Oct 11, 13

Tues Oct 11 follows Mon schedule at UMass Dartmouth so we do not have class.

Oct 13 - Sukkot. I will not be in class. We will have a guest lecturer. Sr. Madeleine Tacy will present "Reading the Old Testament in the Roman Catholic Tradition." 
HW: Read Genesis, chapters 16-25.

Oct 18, 20

In class, review Friedman and The Documentary Hypothesis. 

HW: Read Genesis, chapters 26-36.

Oct 20 is Shemini Atzeret and I cannot be in class. Rev Neil Daamgarten will speak on "The Old Testament in the Protestant Tradition."
Oct 25, 27

In class, Genesis, the conclusion.

HW: Genesis, chapters 37-50. Journal #2 is due on Oct 25
Nov 1, 3

Exodus

HW: Please read Exodus, 1-20 

We will not be meeting in the classroom on Thurs.  Nov 3. There will be a web based assignment on the Historicity of Exodus, with response questions.
Nov 8, 10

We will not be meeting in the classroom on Tues. Nov 8. There will be a web based assignment on Joshua and the historical books.
Nov. 10 - Biblical Archeology. The Bible's Buried Secrets. 

HW Exodus 32-35 and 40; Joshua 1-12 and 24, Judges 1; Berlin, Adele and Brettler, Marc Zvi; “Historical and Geographical Background to the Bible.” (The Jewish Study Bible, pp. 2048-2062)

Journal #3 is due on Nov 10

Nov 15, 17

Slavery in the Hebrew Bible and its Influence 
The Religion of the Hebrew Bible

HW: Leviticus 1-5; 11-15; 18-20; 23 on the religion of the Hebrew Bible. On slavery, please read Gen 9:25-27; Ex 20:17; Ex 21:1-27; Lev 19:20-22; Lev 25:44-53; Deut 15:12-18; Lev 21:10-14; Lev 23: 15-16; Lev 24:7 Also please read, Klawans, Jonathan; “Concepts of Purity in the Bible”. (The Jewish Study Bible, pp 2041-2048). Additional reading will be handed out in class.
Nov 22, 24
HW: Numbers 11-14, 16 and 20-24. 
Deuteronomy 1-12, 29-33; 2 Kings 21-23; 
Journal #4 is due on Nov 22

No class Nov 24 - Thanksgiving.

Nov 29, Dec 1

The “Historical Books and Historicity” - David
Introduction to Prophesy

HW: 1 Samuel 1-15, 1 Sam 16-31; 2 Sam 1-21; 1 Kings 1-6; 8-11

Dec 6, 8

 Isaiah and Ezekhiel 

HW: Isaiah 2.1-4, Isaiah 9, Isaiah 11, and Isaiah 19; Ezekiel 1-11

Journal #5 is due on Dec 6

Dec 13, 15 
Amos and Hosea
HW Read the books of Amos and Hosea
Final Paper is due in class on Dec 15. Suggested paper topics will be handed out in class 2 weeks before the due date.
If there is time, we will try to fit in Job, Ruth, Esther.
