University Studies Application:  SOC 101 Introduction to Sociology                                                                          

Master Syllabus – Sociology 101:  Introduction to Sociology
Application for Cluster 4b

The Social World:  Humanity and Society/The Nature of US Society

	University Studies Learning Objectives for The Nature of U.S. Society

1. Explain: a) the development of US culture and sub-culture from different perspectives; b) US social and cultural domains in relationship to other regions of the world; or c) the different facets of citizenship in the United States.

2. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.

3. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on US society.


COURSE OVERVIEW
Soc 101 is a survey of the fundamental principles of sociology and the basic factors conditioning social behavior, including the globalization of social life.  Using U.S. society, its culture and institutions as a point of departure, the course utilizes a historical, comparative approach that emphasizes global interdependence. Designed to introduce students to the concepts and ideas unique to the discipline of sociology, the course is composed of four major sections. Section one explores what defines sociology a field of scientific study and provides an overview of the major sociological theories and research methods used by sociologists.  Section two examines how culture and social interaction affect the way we think and act, including the effects of a growing global culture.  Section three consists of an examination of the importance and manifestations of inequality and power in society by looking at how class, race, ethnicity, gender, and economic development affect life chances.  The last section of the course surveys the role of social institutions (e.g., family, education, government, religion, media) and globalization in shaping social life. 

The range of possible assignments include: summaries and critical assessments of readings; class discussions and presentations; short research papers based on primary research; tests & quizzes; and take-home essays.  
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Course-Specific Learning Outcomes
Discipline-specific skills and knowledge:
1. Develop a “sociological imagination” that will help them recognize how individual experiences and views are shaped by social location and historical context, and how individual actions can bring about social change. 

2. Understand what sociology is, how it developed as a social science and how it can be used to explain and predict social phenomena.
3. Identify basic aspects of the life and ideas of some of the major figures/theorists in the field. 
4. Become familiar with the major theoretical perspectives in sociology and use them to critically analyze social events. 
5. Be able to identify and critically assess the basic research methodologies used by sociologists.  

6. Understand the concepts of culture, society, socialization and social interaction and how they relate to the nature-nurture controversy in individual behavior, as well as to social, historical and global change.

7. Understand how the characteristics of groups, networks and organizations affect one’s life and bring about social and global change.

8. Understand the concepts of conformity, deviance, crime and social control, along with the major theories that purport to explain these phenomena.

9. Understand systems of local and global inequality and critically analyze theoretical explanations for the unequal distribution of social resources.

10. Understand the constructed nature of gender, race, ethnicity, class and sexual orientation and how these categories are related to systems of inequality.

11. Understand how social institutions like the family, education, religion, politics and the economy have changed over time and across space; how they influence our lives; and how they relate to social and global change.
12. Recognize some of the dimensions, causes and consequences of social change and globalization and the role of social movements in those processes.
Basic analytic and informational literacy skills: 
1. Read social scientific texts carefully and critically; 

2. Create clear and concise written summaries of complex texts; 

3. Develop thoughtful, well-argued, and professionally presented arguments;

4. Collect and analyze information from primary and secondary sources; and 

5. Communicate ideas effectively in written and oral form.  
University Studies Learning Outcomes: 
1. Explain: a) the development of US culture and sub-culture from different perspectives; b) US social and cultural domains in relationship to other regions of the world; or c) the different facets of citizenship in the United States.

2. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.

3. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on US society.

EXAMPLES OF TEXTS AND/OR ASSIGNED READINGS

BOOKS

Giddens, Duneier, Appelbaum and Carr Essentials of Sociology 

Schaefer, Sociology Matters 

Korgen and White, The Engaged Sociologist, Connecting the Classroom to the Community

Massey, Readings for Sociology
Charon and Vigilant, The Meaning of Sociology: A Reader 

Painter, The History of White People 

Rivoli, The Travels of a T-Shirt in a Global Economy 

Fadiman, The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down 

ARTICLES

Mills, “From The Sociological Imagination” 

Best, “Telling the Truth about Damned Lies and Statistics”

Ehrenreich, "Nickel and Dimed" 

Kuckholm, “Queer Customs (from Mirror for Man)

Watson, “McDonald’s in Hong Kong: Consumerism, Dietary Change and the Rise of a Children’s Culture” 

Rodriguez, “Go North Young Man”

Ibster, “The Foundations of Third World Poverty” 

Eglitis," The Uses of Global Poverty: How Economic Inequality Benefits the West"
Sachs, “Can Extreme Poverty be Eliminated?” 

Inniss, “Colonialism and Haiti’s Earthquake: The Role of Economics, Politics and History.” 

Gupta “Love, Arranged Marriage and the Indian Social Structure”

Ebomoyi, "The Prevalence of Female Circumcision in Two Nigerian Communities."

Adler, “Job on the Line”

Hoffman, "Who's that Waving the Flag? On the Signs, Stories and Strategies of the Current Immigrants Rights Movement" 
Barber, “Jihad vs. MacWorld”

El Sawy, "Yes, I Follow Islam, but I'm Not a Terrorist."  

Wapner, “Greenpeace and Political Globalism”
McKibben, “An Alternative to Globlalization”

Wilson, “From When Work Disappears” 
Hu, “To Close the Gaps, Schools Focus on Black Boys” 
Bellah et al, “Religious Community and American Individualism”

Barber, “Jihad vs. McWorld”
FILMS/VIDEO CLIPS
Why Study Sociology?
Great Wonder

Acid Attacks

The Millennium Development Goals

Farmingville

Women Have Class

Race: The Power of an Illusion

Inlaws/Outlaws

Looking for the Wrong-Eyed Jesus
The Globe’s Limitations: How Peak Oil Threatens Economic Growth

EXAMPLE ASSIGNMENTS – instructors can mix and match these assignments in ways that fit class size and teaching style and do not have to require all of these assignments.

In-Class Assignments: A series of short essays and group discussions that use readings and other instruction materials to answer questions relevant to the issue under study and help students think and reflect critically about it.  

Assessment criteria: 
1. Timely completion.
2. Demonstrated critical understanding of theoretical arguments.

3. Appropriate use of information to support argument. 
4. Clarity and effectiveness of language.

5. Understanding of concepts. 

6. Appropriate and insightful use of concepts, theories and information presented in readings and other materials to develop analysis.

7. Clear and logical presentation.

University Studies Learning Goals:
1. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.

2. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on US society.

3. Explain: a) the development of US culture and sub-culture from different perspectives; b) US social and cultural domains in relationship to other regions of the world.

4. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources. 
Take-home Essays:  Short papers that explore and make students reflect on key questions addressed in the course, drawing on course readings, videos and discussions.  

Assessment criteria: 
1. Timeliness and completion.

2. Understanding of concepts and arguments.
3. Critical evaluation different arguments/theories.
4. Ability to relate theoretical arguments to policy implications.
5. Clarity, logical flow and grammatical correctness of language.

University Studies Learning Goals:
1. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources.

2. Evaluate arguments made in support of different perspectives on US society.

3. Explain: a) the development of US culture and sub-culture from different perspectives; b) US social and cultural domains in relationship to other regions of the world.

4. Locate, analyze, summarize, paraphrase and synthesize material from a variety of sources. 
EXAMPLE OF COURSE SCHEDULE

I.  INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY AS A FIELD OF STUDY

Sept 5
Introduction to class and course 

Video
Why Study Sociology?
Sept 7-14
Sociology:  Theory and Method
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 1 and 2

Mills, “From The Sociological Imagination”
Best, “Telling the Truth about Dammed Lies and Statistics” 

Brant,“Racism and Research” 
II. THE INDIVIDUAL, SOCIETY AND CULTURE

Sept  17-21
Culture, Society, Socialization and the Life Cycle
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 3 and 4


Kuckholm, “Queer Customs (from Mirror for Man)”


Watson, “McDonald’s in Hong Kong” 

Lareau, “Concerted Cultivation and the Accomplishment of Natural Growth” 

Sept  24-28
Social Interaction and Everyday Life
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 5

Walton, “My Secret Life as a Black Man”


Goffman, “On Face-Work”

Oct  1-5
Groups, Networks and Organizations
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 6

Anderson, “The Code of the Street”



Ritzer, “The McDonald’s System” 
Oct 8 
No Class—Columbus Day

Oct 9
Exam 1 
Oct  10 
Conformity, Deviance and Crime
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 7
Chambliss, “The Saints and the Roughnecks” 



Silko, “The Border Patrol State” 

Rhodes, “Total Confinement”  



Kellman & Hamilton, “The My Lai Massacre” 

The Criminal Justice System in Context
U.S. Imprisons One in 100 Adults, Report Finds
Oct  15 -19
Conformity, Deviance and Crime (Continued)

Video


Looking for the Wrong-Eyed Jesus
III. STRUCTURES OF POWER

Oct  22-26
Stratification, Class, Poverty and Global Inequality
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 8 and 9
Ibster, “The Foundations of Third World Poverty” 

Colonialism and Haiti's Earthquake
Sachs, “Can Extreme Poverty be Eliminated?” 

Video


The Millennium Development Goals
Oct 29-Nov 2
Gender Inequality

Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 10

Messner, “Boyhood, Organized Sports, and the Construction of Masculinities”

The Economist, “Women in Business: The Conundrum of the Glass Ceiling”

Video
Women have Class


Nov 5-9
Ethnicity and Race

Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 11
Lewis, “Love and Race Caught in the Public Eye” 

Waters, “Optional Ethnicities”
Arizona Immigration Law and Racial Profiling

Video
Race: The Power of an Illusion
Nov 12 
No Class—Veteran’s Day

Nov 14
Exam 2  
IV.  SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Nov 14 & 16
Families and Intimate Relationships

Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 15
Stack, “Domestic Networks” 


Gupta, “Love, Arranged Marriage and the Indian Social Structure” 

Hochschild, “The Emotional Geography of Work and Family Life” 
Video
Inlaws Outlaws
Nov 19 & 21
Education, Religion and  the Mass Media
Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 16 and 17

Hu, “To Close the Gaps, Schools Focus on Black Boys” 


Bellah et al, “Religious Community and American Individualism”  
Video
Looking for the Wrong-Eyed Jesus
Nov 23
No class—Thanksgiving

Nov 26-30
Politics and Economic Life

Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 13 and 14
Wilson, “When Work Disappears” 

Ehrenreich, “Nickel and Dimed" 
Video


Farmingville
Dec 3-7
Health, Illness, Sexuality and Aging

Readings 
Giddens et al, Chapter 12 and 18

Fausto-Sterling, “Two Sexes are not Enough”
 

V. SOCIAL CHANGE IN THE MODERN WORLD

Dec 10-14
Urbanization, Population, the Environment and Globalization
Readings 

Giddens et al, Chapter 19 and 20



Barber, “Jihad vs. MacWorld” by Benjamin Barber, MR p. 449


Vapner, “Greenpeace and Political Globalism” 




McKibben, “An Alternative to Globalization” 
Video


The Globe’s Limitations: How Peak Oil Threatens Economic Growth
Dec 19

             Final Exam 
Learning Communities
ENG 101 & ANT 111, Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 
Nancy Benson, Andrea Klimt, & Sarah Girrell 

The courses are connected in terms of meta-themes.  

The Anthro course has incorporated questions from English about assessing text and author both in topics of discussion and selection of texts.  The texts now include:  ethnographies and anthropological analyses, novels written by authors "of" the culture, feature films, documentary films, and first-person oral history narratives.   Discussion will address: who is the author, what is her/his relationship to the subject, how do they know what they say they know, where are they situated in society, what are they trying to convey, how effective are they.  

The English course draws on the content of the Anthro course on culture and cultural relativism, interviewing & participant observation, and readings & materials in the different genres.  The research paper draws on ANT unit on Cultural Relativism.  Discussion of genres, author's position, effectiveness, etc. draw on readings for ANT (novel vs. ethnography, film vs. book, oral history, etc.) and explore how the written text is part of on-going social relationships.  The questions of relationship between author and text; position of author in society; relationship of differently situated (in place and time) readers to the text are thus central to the course.   

Several of the assignments are connected across the 2 courses.

· Short summary and reflection of social science article.  Takes article (Behind the Veil) read for Anthro and assignment is for English.  

· Compare and contrast analysis: Midterm is for Anthro; provides case example of how to do this kind of writing assignment for English

· Descriptive writing: for English describes a cultural ritual; for Anthro uses the description and develops a cultural analysis for first major paper.  Discuss how to use evidence from description to corroborate argument of analysis. 

· Peer review in English of 2nd major paper for Anthro; 

· Anthro uses chapter in English textbook on interviewing and observation; English uses this writing assignment as example of using interview and observation material

· Unit on Cultural Relativism and Human Rights in Anthro provides content and framework for research paper in English

· Novel by African writer, Things Fall Apart and Whale Rider film shown in Anthro, Whale Rider novel read in English - allows for comparative discussion of different genres and situated authors 

· Cross-cultural simulation game BAFA BAFA - uses triple period Eng, Anthro, and Bio.  Provides discussion material for both classes.  Includes pizza lunch

· Topics selected for ENG research projects on Cultural Relativism adds to cases for discussion in Cultural Relativism unit in Anthro

Both classes incorporate attention to the students adjustment to college life.

· Moving in - welcome e-mail note from Sarah, meet up while moving in
· Out-of-class meeting at the Library with Sarah - tour, study places, discussion time
· E-mail support by Sarah on adapting to college life issues
· Scavenger Hunt; teams of students 1) each team solves 1 practical problems facing college students & 2) interviews a junior or senior about their college career.   Report back to the class.  Facilitated by Sarah
· In-class session with Sarah on Study Skills and adapting to college life (In English)
· In-class session on choosing classes and advising  (in Anthro)
· Out of class showing of Whale Rider (with Sarah?  With refreshments?)
· Go observe a UMD sports or other campus event for Anthro class assignment on cultural ritual (optional)
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