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Guidelines To Writing Lab Reports
Title

· Needs to be specific enough to describe the content of the paper; do use the lab title.
Abstract

· Balances a general overview of the paper with enough detail to describe the purpose.
· A good rule is to include a paraphrased sentence from each section of the paper:
· Intro, Methods, Results, Discussion
· Anyone reading the abstract should understand the entire paper.
· Do not use citations in the abstract.
Introduction

· Include important information about the experiment. Give background detail and examples. Use citations for specific examples.
· Avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing in your own words, and avoid quotations.
· State your objectives/hypothesis at the end of the intro. All of the info you provide should explain the reason for your hypotheses.
Materials & Methods

· Do not list the materials/methods.
· Explain what happened, but not in excruciating detail (e.g. “The data was recorded in a notebook with a pencil” is unnecessary).
· Do not excessively use first person (e.g. I measured 5g then I transferred it)
· Someone should be able to repeat the experiment following your methods.
· Things to think about: are weights, volumes temperatures, dates, or time important?
· What statistics did you use, and how did you analyze the data?
Results

· Write your results out in paragraph form; do not use only figures and graphs.
· Describe trends in the data and use numbers and measurements from the experiment (e.g. the average reaction time was 5 seconds, the maximum size was 36 mm).
· Correctly label figures and tables. Figure legends go beneath the figure and table titles go above. Label the X-axis and Y-axis of graphs.
· There should be no interpretations of the data in the results.
Discussion

· Interpret and explain the results, i.e. how do the numbers support your hypothesis, how do they not support the hypothesis. 
· Relate back to the information you provided in the introduction.
· Do not only say, “Results support the hypothesis as seen in Figure 1.”
· Support your interpretations with referencing your figures (Fig 1)
· What else do you not know from the experiment?  Should something else be done to improve the understanding of the topic?
References

· Properly cite all the sources you used in the text.
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