“Alfredo Bosi has with wisdom and delicacy written essays and books on poets,
poetry, and Brazilian culture. This translation will allow new readers, at long
last, to admire one of his unusually perceptive essays, which helps focus critical
and historical attention on Bragzil and Latin America’s complex and vulnerable
colonial legacies. This volume does Bosi the finest kind of critical justice: it makes
his work available to a larger audience, and it offers a portrait of a brilliant and
inspiring critic.” (ARCADIO DiAZ QUINONES)

“Full of meditations that grow out of concrete and vivid examples, such as a ‘hillbilly’
prayer or the African-Brazilian dance called ‘calundu,” Bosi’s writing allows his
readers to see and hear the lived experience behind his theories. In so doing, the book
encourages them to look again at much-used terms such as ‘popular,” ‘hybrid,” and
‘resistance’ in the light of a Brazil that will strike many English-speaking readers as
at once unique and, at times, surprisingly familiar.” (CANDACE SLATER)

“An English translation of Alfredo Bosi’s poignant and indispensable reflections on
the ‘dialectic of colonization’ is long overdue. Bosi’s erudite and sharp essay will
bring about nothing less than the reshaping of contemporary theories on postco-
lonialism, which have been almost exclusively grounded in the Anglo-American
historical experience.” (JoA0 CEZAR DE CASTRO ROCHA)
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